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Lecrure XXI. 
Affections of the Cornea, continued. 


Gentlemen, 

The cornea is liable to a loss of trans- 
parency, impeding the transmission of 
light through it. Betore I proceed to 
mention to vou the other instances of 
opacity, as the consequence of disease, 
I shall notice one change of this kind 
which appears to be a natural process. 


Arcus Senilis, or Gerontoxon, 


In elderly persons, at least in those 
past the middle period of life, the edge 
of the cornea loses its transparency 
throughout its whole circumterence, and 
the opaque circle thus formed is called 
arcus senilis, It comes on without any 
pain or uneasiness, and will proceed at 
length to render the texture of the cor- 
nea, in the part which it occupies, en- 
tirely impervious to light. This opaque 
circle is not situated at the very margin 
of the cornea, but there is generally a 
transparent rim which intervenes between 
it the sclerotic coat. In some cases 
the opacity is very narrow, and in other 
cases it becomes much broader, but I have 
never seen it interfere with visior, al- 
pa - the opacity has oceupied a consi- 
derable portion of the cornea, sufficient 
portion of the central part having been 
left clear for the transmission light. 
It seems to be a nataral change in the 
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parts, from causes independent of dis- 
ease. It shows itself much earlier in some 
cases than in others, being occasionally 
| seen between the ages of thirty and forty, 
but usually not until after the latter age, 
and generally at a still later period. 
There is no essential difference in the 
stracture of the part ; it is not attended 
by any new growth, nor by any deficiency 
in the usual density of the part. I can 
only compare it to the change which takes 
place in the internal coat of the larger 
arteries in old persons. We find, on 
examining the large vessels of old persons, 
Opaque spots or patches on their internal 
surtace, yet no disease is evident during 
life; a similar change appears to be pro- 
duced in the cornea; a section made in 
the arcus senilis unites as well as if the 
part were transparent. 

Opacities of the cornea are generally 
the result of disease, being produced by 
inflammation. There is deposition of new 
matter during inflammation; it becomes 
organized, and this the opaq 
change. Therefore when you see opacity, 
you infer that inflammation has preceded, 
and, generally speaking, the extent of 
the opacity is in proportion to the vio- 
lence of the preceding inflammation, but 
not necessarily so, as there is a certain 
affection of the cornea, in which the in- 
flammation is rather evidenced by the 
deposition of new matter, than by any 
considerable degree of vascular conjes- 
| tion; so that you have a considerable 
|) opacity, without any violent degree of 
| external inflammation of the eye. 

, The term opacity is a very general one, 
and includes all the changes which affect 
| the transparency of the cornea; it em- 
braces every possible degree of such 
change, from the slightest film to the most 
dense whiteness, like that of marble or 
chalk. Opacity in the slightest form, we 
call nebula, haziness, or dulness; there 
is a milky, cloudy, or smoky appearance 
of the part; a state in which the cornea 
has lost only a part of its transparency, 
and the transmission of light is only par- 
tially impeded. The other states of the 
cornea, in which the opacity is more depse 
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ia which the change extends through the 
lamina of the part, are called leucoma, or 
The term macula is applied to 
small spots or specks. The word in or- 
dinary use for upacity, is film. The co- 
lour of the opacity is different in different 
instances; generally speaking it is of 
bluish white, like milk, or grey; it may 
be pearly or silvery, even with a n.>tallic 
lustre. It may be a dense white, like that 
of marble ; there is sometimes a yellowish. 
and occasionally a reddish tint. The 
slightest opacity opposite the pupil will 
interfere with vision very materially, 
while the most dense leucoma near the 
circumference, is uninjurious to sight. 


Treatment of Opacities of the Cornea. 
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it. The procéss of cutting round the cor- 
nea with the view of cutting off the vessels 
passing to the opaque part, and keeping 
up its vascularity and opacity, has been 
recommended ; but I mentioned to you, 
when opesking of the vascular state of 
the cornea, that I had little confidence 
in the efficacy of this mode of procedure, 
and I certainly have a much greater ob- 
jection to the practice here recommended, 
for, in the first place, the vessels of the 
cornea are derived trom the sclerotic, not 
from the conjunctiva, and if that is con- 
sidered, I cannot see how the operation 
can be at all applicable to the opaque 
state of the cornea. 

Some forms of opacity may be reme- 
died, others not. I shall mention to you 
first such cases as may, by proper treat- 


Opacity may be confined to the exter-| ment, be recovered. There is a general 


nal or mucous surface; it may be seated 
iu the cartilaginous laming, or in the in 
ternal serous surface of the part; or it 


| 


dulness or haziness of the cornea oc- 
curring in iritis, and otherinternal inflam- 
mations of the eye ; the change appears 


may extend throngh the whole texture.) diffused through its whole texture. There 
The former is the most favourable case,| is often a greyish film produced over the 


and the latter the least so. When the 
corneal lamin are affected throughout, 
we cannot produce much change. Our 
first object is, in cases where inflamma- 
tion is present, to put a stop to that dis- 
turbance: if we do this, and aliow a little 
time to elapse, we shall find that the 
opacity will get very much less of itself, 
the newly osited matter being ab- 
sorbed, as inflammatory tumefaction sub- 
sides in other parts of the body. In chil- 
dren, the processes of nutrition and ab- 
sorption are vigorous ; there is an active 
interchange of the component parts of the 
body, and in them the changes which the 
cornea undergoes, are very striking ; the 
cornea of a child may be very opaque, 
bat you will find from the natural activity 
of the absorbent and secreting vessels at 
that period of life, that it will in a great 
measure recover its transparency. After 
reducing the inflammation, and removing 
from the eye all irritations, after you have 
allowed time to elapse to see what can be 
done by the natural process of absorption, 
you may adopt further measures, with a 
view to remedy the opacity. The effect 
of counter irritation by issue, or a seton in 
the temple, with attention to diet, and to 
the state of the stomach and bowels, will 
often be very considerable. The absorp- 
tion of the opacity may be assisted, after 
these means have been put in force, by 
the employment of stimulants or astrin- 
gents, and the best is a solution of the 
nitrate of silver, comme cing with gr. ii. 
to the ounce of water, applied to the 
opaque part of the cornea by a small 
camel hair brush, and gradually increas- 


cornea in purulent ophthalmia of infants, 
the conjunctival layer being thickened 
and loosened by the inflammation ; the 
cornea assumes a pale greyish colour and 
this appearance will extend occasionally 
over its whole surface. There is a gene- 
ral nebuions state of the cornea produced 
in the affection spoken of under the name 
of cornestis, There is further a nebulous 
opacity accompanied with some degree 
of reaness of the surface, in strumous 
ophthalmia. Now all these four cases 
present examples of impaired transpa- 
rency of the cornea, which admit of com- 
plete relief; and in all of them, although 
the cornea should have become conside- 
rably impervious to light, its transparency 
may be restored by the treatment before 
pointed out. Indeed, in all these four 
cases, it is sufficient to remove the in- 
flammation which has caused the opaque 
change, and the latter will disappear of 
itself. Ip the first, and the two last cases, 
there is general disturbance of the cor- 
neal circulation, and interstitial deposi- 
tion; in the second, the mucous layer 
alone is the seat of change. 

There is another and denser kind of 
opacity, arising from inflammation of a 
more serious character than the preced 
ing. The change affects the surface and 
the corneal lamine more or less deeply : 
it is interstitial deposition under pon» Mi 
rable inflammation of the corneal texture. 
It may exist in varions degrees, from the 
slight cloudy appearance of a nebula, 
properly so called, to the most dense 
form of leucoma ; in the first we find that 
the change of structure is confined to the 
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external lamelke of the cornea, whilst in 
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the more dense forms, the whole thickness| flammation must also have extended to 
of the part has been altered in structure.‘ the iris, and caused it to adhere to the 
These white and dense opacities will ad-! cornea; and there must be increased 


mit of reduction, but you cannot succeed 
in removing the whole of the opaque spot. 
They may be occasioned by an escharotic 
application, such as lime, to the surface 
of the cornea, or by the deposit of matter, 
when suppuration has taken place. These 
are instances, in which opacities of the 
cornea admit of partial relief, but not of 
complete cure. 

The third ~ ye poe of opacity which 
does not admit of cure, is that of the 
firm white shining cicatrix of ulcers. 
When an ulcer has extended deep into the 
corneal iamine, the cicatrix is a perma- 
nent white mark; but if it should be 
superficial merely, just like an excoriation 
on the surtace of the cornea, it will not 


secretion of the aqueous humour to push 
these unnaturally connected structures 
forwards. The cornea begins to protrude 
to a greater or less extent upon the sur- 
face of the organ, the eye remains itrita- 
ble, and is subject to frequent relapses of 
inflammation ; the prominence of the 
cornea continues to increase, and after a 
time its irregular and unusgal pressure 
against the lids, causes pain and incon- 
venience, while on the other hand, it is 
often mechanically irritated by the edges 
of the palpebre and the cilia. Thus, in 
addition to the deformity of a mishapeu 
opaque eye, frequent attacks of inflam- 
mation are produced. After a certain 
time the globe remains stationary, and the 








be seen. Such an opacity is distinguished | only inconvenience to the patient is from 
by its sharply defined margin, and by its its bulk. This irritation often has a sym- 
shining appearance. The edge of an! pathetic influence on the other eye, ren- 
opacity produced by an interstitial de-' dering it weak and irritable, and prevent- 
posit, ix gradually shaded off, but here}ing the patient from using it freely in 


margin of the opacity is distinctly defined. 
In the severe opacity of the entire tex- 
ture called leucoma, the organization is so 
much changed, that it is completely im- 
pervious to light, and we can do no good 
by any treatment as far as regards the 
state of the cornea. It will eens upon 
the situation of the lencoma whether the 
case may be relieved by the operation 
for artificial pupil or not. 


Stuphyloma Cornea. 





The cornea is subject to changes in 


reading, writing, or other similar occu- 
pations. 

Cause.—The cause of staphyloma then, 
is severe inflammation of the organ ; but 
more particularly it is the consequence of 
severe external inflammation attended by 
sloughing or cousiderable ulceration of the 
cornea. The texture of the latter, weak- 
ened by these processes, gives way to 
distending causes acting from within ; and 
the staphylomatous tumour in such cases 
is generally of somewhat irregular figure. 
Purulent gonorrieal and variolous oph- 
thalmia are the most frequent causes of 


figure as well asto those alterations of tex- | staphylema. Common external inflamma- 


ture, which affect its transparency. The | 
term oma corner denotes an in- 
crease in the size of the cornea, almost 
invariably occompanied by opacity of its 
texture; it is derived from the Greek 
word sapvAn, which signifies a grape. 
This term was originally applied to that 
projection of the cornea, in whieh its 
texture having been weakened by alte- 
ration of structure Suegppent on the in- 
flammatory process, yields to the pres- 
sure of the fluids contained in the pos- 
terior chamber, and is elevated into a 
more or less considerable prominence on 
the front of the eye, the iris being ad- 
herent to ite internal surface, and 
stretched out so as to afford it a thin ge- 
neral lining. The term has since been 
applied more extensively, being given to | 
some other tamours of the front of the 
eye. In order then that the state of sta- 
2 tage should be produced you must 
ave severe preceding inflammation of | 





the eye, involving the entire cornea, and 
rendering its texture opaque; that in- 


tion may produce it, as may strumous 
inflammation occasionally; it may also 
occur as a consequence of iritis. 
Treatment.—The treatment of this affec- 
tion is either palliative or radical ; the pal- 
liative treatment consists in the removal 
of the inflammatory action, which may ac- 
company the affection, by antiphlogistic 
treatment, or by diminishing the volume 
of the swelling, by puncturing the cornea 
with a cataract needle, and letting out 
the aqueous humour. Sometimes, by re- 
peatedly penetrating the cornea, this 
palliative remedy has been converted 
into a radical cure, the globe shrinking 
and becoming quiet ; however, it will be 
necessary, if the patient be subject to 
frequent relapses of inflammation, more 
especially if these should affect the other 
eye by sympathy, to resort to the radical 
treatment, which is the shaving off the 
enlarged front part of the eye, cutting 
away of the staphylomatons protrube- 
rauce with a common cataract knife ; 
carrying the knife across the base of the 
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staphyloma, dividing the lower half of the 
cornea first, and then turning the edge of 
the knife upward, the superior portion 
should be ent throngh, the knife should 
be carried through the globe, on a level 
with the base of the protrusion. The 
effect of this operation is, that the globe 
shrinks, the coats of the globe collapse 
and form a small tubercle in the orbit, and 
the lids fall in. With respect to the mode 
of doing this operation, you will easily 
see that it is very simple ; if you have to 
operate on an adult, all you have to do 
is, to carry the cataract knife through the 
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base of the tumour, and cut through its 





was finished he had very acute suffering 
come on; the conjunctiva covering the 
part of the globe which remained, and 
the conjunctival lining of the lids, be- 
came the seat of active inflammation, not 
distinguishable from the original gunor- 
rheeal ophthalmia which had caused the 
affection; violent chemosis and purulent 
discharge came on, with acute pain in the 
eye and head. He was bled copiously, 
and the various depleting measures were 
pat in force, although his diet bad been 
low some time before the operation. These 
measures did not diminish the pain, and 
we were obliged to give opium largely to 


lower half; then take hold of the flap| relieve it; however, the inflammation 
thus made with a forceps, and having | subsided, and he ultimately did well. I 
turned the knife, cut off the upper part | have seen one or two other cases of in- 
of the flap. You must be careful to have | flammation coming on after the operation, 
the lids held out of the way by an assist-| but most frequently the inflammation 
ant. If the eye should be very unsteady, | which occurs is very trifling, and it is 
you may find it necessary to pierce the | seldom necessary to do more than to give 
fore part of the swelling with a tenacu-| the patient some aperient medicine, as a 
lum or hook, and then cut off the projec- | dose of calomel and jalap, with some in- 
tion as before. It has been advised to | fusion of senna and salts. Scarpa speaks 
pass a curved needle and thread through | also of inflammation happening after the 
the tumour, for the purpose of holding | removal of the tumour, and he advises 
it more securely, but the tenaculum or | the method of Celsus. Now the direc- 
hook is quite sufficient. It is well not to| tion which Celsus gave for the removal 
make much pressure on'the lids, so as to| of staphyloma is much like that which 
press out all the vitreous humour, in order | has been advised by more modern prac- 
that the tubercle which the coats of the | titioners; he advised the removal of the 
eye form after their collapse, may not be | tumour by deligation or excision. In the 
too small to admit of the adaptation of an | former a needle should be carried through 
artificial eye. The tubercle, or button, the base of the tumour, armed with a 
thns formed, is generally divided into four , double ligature, the ends of which should 
smaller tubercles, corresponding to the| be tied above and below, so as to em- 
situation of the insertions of the four recti brace the enlarged and protuberant cor- 
muscles. When you look at the portion|nea. In the latter case, he says, we 
of cornea removed, you find that it is| shoald cut away ‘‘ magnitudo lenticule,” 
quite opaque, of a variable thickness,and|a portion of the size of a lentil seed, 
that the whole of the posterior surface of | and not the whole unnatural prominence. 
this distended cornea is lined by the ad-| Scarpa recommends, that only a small 
herent iris. When you make your first| portion of the cornea should be taken 





puncture into the tumour, the fluid it 
contains escapes, and that fluid appears 
to be aqueous humour. 

Generally speaking, no severe symptoms 
follow this operation, but in some cases 
severe inflammation is the result of it. 
T have seen very active inflammation suc- 
ceed the operation, and this happened in 
the case of the pupil of the Infirmary, 
who I before mentioned as having a vio- 
lent attack of gonorrheal inflammation ; 
he found that he could not pursue his 
studies in consequence of the irritability 
of the staphylomatous eye and its in- 
fluence on the sound one, and he request- 
ed that the staphylomatous projection 
might be removed, although it was by no 
means considerable. Although he was a 
person of great fir » he lained 
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of severe pain on making the division o 
the parts, and soon after the operation | 





away; bat I see no good reason for de- 
viating from the ordimary operation of 
removing the tumour at its base, inas- 
mach as severe inflammation is an un- 
usual result of the operation, and referri- 
ble to something in the state of the indi- 
vidual, and not to the kind of operation. 
When the globe has shrank up in the 
socket, you can adapt an artificial eye to 
the tubercle which the contracted coats 
have formed, and in this way completely 
remove the detormity. The artificial eye 
may be obtained to match exactly the 
colour of the sound eye; it is made of a 
vitreous substance, similar to that of the 
dial of a watch; the resemblance is so 
great to natural appearance of the eye 
that any person might be deceived, and 
not be able to say which was the natural 
or which the artificial eve. {tis a cou- 
cave sort of case, or shell, perfectly 
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smooth and polished on both surfaces ; it 
is introduced by first pushing the upper 
edge under the upper lid, and then by 
depressing the lower lid, the lower edge 
of the eye slips into its place, and what 
is rather singular the introduction of this 
body between the lids does not, from the 
first, produce any irritation or inflamma- 
tion of the mucous membrane, but is 
borne very well. Patients can take it ont 
and pnt it in at pleasure, and they gene- 
rally take them out at night, which is 
done very easily by depressing the lower 
lid, and by raising the lower edge of the 
eye with a bodkin, or with the end of the 
nail, and in this way may be very quickly 
removed ; when taken out it should be 
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tended with blindness or the most im- 
perfect vision. 

The term staphyloma has been applied 
to unnatural distentions of the sclerotic 
coat, and they have been called staphy- 
lomata sclerotica; they occur in those 
cases in which the internal tunics of the 
eye have been the seat of considerable 
inflammation, by which the inner part of 
the sclerotic has been made thiuner, and 
the tunic consequently so much weakened 
as to give way in certain places to the 
pressure of the fluid secreted within the 
globe. Sometimes the tumour of the 
sclerotic is larger, at other times the 
elevations are smaller and numerous, and 
are especially apt to occur in that part of 





wiped clean and freed from any collec- | the scleretic opposite to, or in the neigh- 
tion of mucus which may have formed on: bourhood of the ciliary body. You will 
it. The artificial eye moves in harmony; never see a case of staphyloma sclero- 
with the natural one, especially from side | tice excepting when the vision has been 
to side; the motions upwards and down. | lost from internal inflammation. 

wards are not so well performed. The! 


muscles of the gicbe are uninjured inj} 
these cases, and remain attached to the | 
collapsed tunics ; when the eye has shrunk | 
they continue to act in concert with those 
of the sound organ, moving the remain- 
ing tubercle, and the artificial eye which 
is supported on it. ' 

Staphyloma may be total or partial ; | 
you may have the whole of the cornea 
elevated into an unnatural protuberance, 
forming the staphyloma totale; or you 
may have a part of it only projecting, 
the staphyloma partiale. In the total, 
sight is geuerally completely lost; the 
cornea is opaque, and the axis of the 
eye is greatly lengthened; but in the 

rtial staphyloma, if it does not cover a 
nates portion of the pupil, a considerable 
degree of vision, or even perfect sight, 
may remain. If it embrace the entire 
pupil, or be accompanied with general 
opacity, it destroys sight altogether. If 
this partial projection of the cornea should 
occasion great irritation of the lids, or 
should affect the opposite eye sympathe- 
tically, it will be necessary to deal with 
itas if the staphyloma were total. Ac- 
cording to differences in figure, depen- 
dent on some variations in the mode of 
production, staphyloma has been distin- 
guished into the hemispherical and conical. 

The cornea is sometimes expanded in 
size without losing its transparency, and 
without the iris being adherent to it; and 
that form of the affection has been called 
taphyl pellucidum, but I think that 
it ought rather to be placed under the 
head of hydrops oculi, as it appears to 
be principally owing to increase of the 











Conical Cornea. 


The cornea is also subject to a mere 
change of its figure, to a loss of its regular 
convexity ; so that it is elevated into a 
conical protuberance without opacity, pain, 
or any preceding suffering, and without 
any visible change in any of the textures 
of the eye. The cornea becomes conical, 
and that is all we can say of it; but this 
state of the cornea has been called sta- 
phyloma pellucidum conicum, which at the 
present time is called simply conical cor- 
nea. This change of figure of the cornea 
comes on slowly, arises insidiously, is 
developed very slowly, and will require 
several years to reach its full develop- 
ment. When we see a patient labouring 
under this affection, we are at first struck 
with a peculiar brilliance or dazzling look 
of the eye, the light being reflected in an 
unusual manner from the altered portion 
of the cornea. When we survey the eye 
laterally, we see that the cornea does 
not present its natural convexity ; that it 
is elevated into an obtuse cone, and that 
it looks as if a piece of fine transparent 
glass were placed in front of the eye. 
The cornea remains perfectly transpa- 
rent, and there is no apparent deviation 
from its natura) structure; the iris is 
natural; the pupil is natural; the exter- 
nal surface of the eye perfectly natural ; 
in short, there is no other alteration in 
the eye but this change of figure in the 
cornea. In the first stages of the com- 
plaint, it is therefore difficult to ascertain 
its existence; we notice it from the be- 
fore-mentioned dazzling reflection of 





aqueous humour. The only instances I 
have seen of this kind have been exam- 
ples of congenital malformation, and at-! 


light. This change in the figure of the 
cornea interferes with the transmission 
of light, the focus is altered and the 
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patient is rendered myopic, or near 
sighted ; he brings the objects which he 
is desirous of examining much nearer to 
the eye than a sound eye requires. The 
degree of near-sightedness becomes more 
end more considerable as tne disease ad- 
vances, so that at last the patient can 
only read at about the distance of an 
rm from the eye, and he holds what he 
has to read towards the side of the eye, 
not in front of it, which is very easy to 
explain since the circamference of the 
cornea is the least altered. When the 
complaint has gone to the length of ele- 
vating the cornea into a decided conical 
protuberance, which generally occupies, 
as I have befcre observed, some years, 
it will remain stationary for a long time. 
cornea, from the great distention and 
the irritation produced by the friction of 
the lids, will become opaque, and this 
opacity will be found to be more dull at 
the apex than at any other point. This 
change may go on in one eye without at 
all involving the other, and so little in- 
convenience does it occasion at the com- 
mencement, or even after it has made 
some progress, that the patient only dis- 
covers that there is any thing amiss in his 
eye by ae the sound one, or by some 
vther such accidental way. 
It occurs in young and healthy subjects 
in whom we can detect no evidence of 
any general affection of the system to 


which this local change can be referred ; 
IT have seen it occur in healthy country | 
girls, and it is certainly a more “o~ 
| plexed belladonna to enlarge the = 

William 


affection in women than in men. ith 
respect to its frequency, it must be 


admitted to be a very rare affection, | 


for it is not mentioned in the great 
work of Beer; 





fect health, we are unable to ascribe any 
cause for it; and it is in patients of this 
hind that we most frequently observe it. 
If we do not know the cause of the af- 
fection we must be very little prepared to 
propose any rational planof treatment. I 
do not know that I caw say that I have 
seen any treatment productive of benefit. 
During the progress of the complaint, the 
ase of concave glasses will very mucli 
assist the sight, and if any pain should 
attend the affection, we must have recourse 
to such local measures as the state of the 
organ may seem to point out. The eye 
should be used sparingly, and blood taken 
locally. A young woman came from Ox- 
ford to the Infirmary, who laboured nnder 
this conical cornea; she had some symp- 
toms of congestion about the bead which 
were relieved by cupping, and the sight 
was assisted by using concave glasses. 
Astringents have been recommended to 
be applied, and have been applied exter- 
nally, as a solution of alnm and other 
things, but I am not aware that they have 
been attended with any benefit, nor can I 
see how any advantage could be expected 
from them from ap a priori view of the 
case. An old clergyman, who was the 
subject of this affection for nearly thirty 

ears, was enabled to continue his daty 
n the pulpit with tolerable accuracy up to 
the time of his death, which happened 
when he was about seventy. The apex 
of the cone had become opaque in his 
case ; the opacity was diminished by the 
solution of nitrate of silver ; and he em- 


t has been proposed by Sir 
Adams to perform the operation for ca- 
taract by solution as a remedy for this a.- 


Professor Himly of fection. In this case the refractive power 


Gottingen, who has a very extensive |of the eye is increased by the unnatural 


practice, has never seen a case of it. 


I |convexity of the cornea; and his object 


have seen not fewer than thirty or forty | was, by getting rid of the lens, to coun- 


cases of this affection; so that it would 
appear to be, comparatively speaking, a 
frequent occurrence in this country. We 
do not know whether the cornea is thicker 
or thinner than it should be; I have 

unctured it to evacuate the aqueous 

umour, but without deciding the question. 
There is evidently an increased secretion 
of the aqueous humour, and it is supposed 
from that circumstance that the cornea 
must be thinner, and that it has yielded 
aud given way inits centre. We cannot, 


however, suppose that the cornea could) 


be extended by the pressure of increased 
secretion, without the occurrence of pain 
or redness, or changes in the state and 
position of the iris and other internal 
parts. 

_ If we find it occur ina healthy young 
female, living in the country and in per- 





|terbalance that increased refraction. I 


should not think of proposing any such 
operation, unless the affection had gone 
so far as to make the eye useless; and I 
should then expect no good from it. The 
proceeding has not been employed with 
advantage in any instance. All that can 
be said of conical cornea is, that we do 
not understand its pathology, that its 
causes are totally obscure, and that we 
know no treatment capable of remedying 
it. 
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REVIEWS FROM THE WEST. 


4n account of the Morbid Appearances 
exhibited on dissection, in various disor- 
ders of the Brain; with Pathological 
Observations, to which a Comparison of 
the Symptoms with the Morbid Changes 
has given rise—By Tuomas MILs, 
M.D. Dublin. J. Cumming, and Hedges 
and M‘Arthur, and Longman & Co. 
London, 1826. 


Tue medical press of Dublin is a lady of 
the most exemplary continence. Except 
indeed that she now and then coquettes 
with a quack, or yields to the solicitation 
of some young professional gallant, she 
might well be included among the hic vel 
hec entities of the epicene gender. Be- 


POST-MORTEM APPEARANCES OF THE BRAIN. 





remedies; aud after death, the appear- 
ances dissection. At the dissect 

I was always accompanied by one, two or 
three medical gentlemen ; and it was my 
uniform practice to take down in writing, 
at the time, the account of the morbid 
changes trom the lips of the examining 
surgeon; this account, on my retarn 
home, I copied into my note book, and, 
then, the whole case being clearly before 
me, and my mind full on the subject, I 
wrote down the sentiments to which it 
gave birth.” 


Now, reader, is not this a truly edifying 
account of the process of generating a 
book? Only jast observe the systematic 
accuracy with which the deed was per- 
petrated ; first, noted down the symp- 
toms ; next, the effects of the remedies ; 
then, being provided with witnesses, the 
appearances presented on dissection ; 
afterwards, copied out the whole into a 
note book, at home, too; and with his 





sides these profligate authors of puffs and 
pamphlets, and the occasional tyro just 
clothed in the foga virilis of a license, | 
eager to try the virility of his genius, 
her ladyship has few established fa- 
vonrites in the city, on whom she periodi- 
cally confers the honour of literary pa- 
rentage. Amongst these prurient ad- 
mirers of her charms, Mr. Mills holds a 
very high place in her affection, and has 
made her a mother the greatest number 
of times ; the production with the queer 
name at the top of the page, being, we 
believe, the seventh offspring with which 
it has pleased heaven to bless the nup- 
tials of this fond couple. The amour, ot 
which the present work is the result, has 
been going on for no less than sixteen 
years, as the good man informs us, so that 
we might expect nothing short of a Her- 
cules from such a protracted gestation. 
But we must permit papa himself to in- 
struct us with the history of the transac- 
tion : 

* About sixteen years ago I began to 


mind full of the subject, wrote down the 
sentiments to which it gave birth. And 
yet we believe this isthe usual course 
followed in the manufacture of a volume, 
though one would realiy suppose, from the 
punctuated conciseness and serions man- 
ner with which Mr. Mills propounds the 
matter, that there was something peculiar 
in his method of bringing an octavo into 
the world. We can assure him, however, 
that there is nothing uncommon in his 
mode of literary procreation, except in- 
deed the superfluous simplicity of obliging 
us with a secret, “* ippis et tonsoribus 
notum.”” 

This specimen we hope will satisfy the 
curious about the “ Introduction ;” be- 
sides which we are favoured with a 
“ Preface,” though for the life of us we 
cannot divine any reason why, in this in- 
stance, “‘ two birds might not have beer. 


killed with one stone.” The latter gravely 


bespeaks our attention thus : 
** Several cases and dissections are here 


investigate the source of disease, and the | detailed of hydrocephalus, cephatic fever, 


and epilepsy. These ate con- 





cause of symptoms through the medium | apople 
lan was, to, 1:dered distinct and independent diseases, 


note the symptoms, and the effcts of the | requiring a distinct and peculiar mode of 


of morbid anatomy. M 
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treatment ; yet when we attentively ex- 
amine the and course of each, 


when we compare them, one with. ano- 
ther, and witness the morbid appearances 
exhibited in all, and the effects of the 
same remedies, we shall be compelled to 
acknowledge that these diseases are close- 
ly allied, and, in the true spirit of philoso- 
phical research, be disposed to allow that 
the morbid actions, which produce effects 
so alike, cannot in their nature be dissi- 
milar. In regard to these disordered 
actions, various modifications must occur, 
proceeding from the intensity and variety 
of the cause; the constitution, age, sex, 
previous habits and diseases of the pa- 
tient, the condition of the atmosphere, 
and other incidental circumstances. It 
is a remarkable fact that these diseases 
ass and repass one into the other: epi- 
y, for example, often terminates in 

a xy, and apoplexy in epilepsy. Ce- 
alic, or typhus fever, sometimes passes 
nto apoplexy, sometimes into epilepsy, 
but, most frequently into hydrocephalus ; 
and hydrocephalus is often accompanied 
in its progress by an apoplectic or epilep- 
tic paroxysm. e phenomena of these 
diseases likewise merit the serions atten- 
tion of the reader; in each he finds the 
prominent symptoms to be headache, 
delirium, stupor, coma, sense of weight, 
or fulness of the head, vertigo, tinitus 
aurium, convulsions, paralysis of the 
ephircters and other muscles, all which 
are indicative of disordered actions of 
the vascular system of the brain, and of a 
disturbance of the sensorial functions. To 
these symptoms we may add a pulse 
varying in strength, frequency and ine- 
gularity, a varying temperature of the 
skin, and an irregular state of the secie- 
tions. To these remarkable circumstances 
I shall subjoin the appearances most com- 
monly discovered in the brain on dissec- 
tion, viz. effusion of serum, coagulable 
lymph or biood, thickening of the mem- 
branes, rupture of blood vessels or for- 
mation of purulent matter. Nor can we 
pass over in silence the remedies usually 
employed, with a view to the cure of these 
di ers, which consist, for the most 
in bloodletting, general and topical ; 

in blistering ; in the exhibition of aperi- 
ents, mercurials, antimonials and sudo- 
rifics, and in the use of counter-stimu- 
lants. Further, in regard to their pre- 
vention, we find all practitioners agreed 
as to the propriety of adopting the same 
regimen, and of adopting one or more 
drain from the head or in its vicinity. I 
now beg leave to submit these matiers to 
the consideration of the reader, and then 
I would ask, can these disorders of the 
brain be looked upon as distinct and in- 


POST-MORTEM. / 


dependent, requiring a distinct and pecu- 
liar mode of treatment.” 

As we live, Mills, there is but one 
disease, and thou art its prophet !— 
Here we have the same old tune of pa- 
thological identity over again, with new 
words avd accompaniments. The che- 
mists threw the world into an alembic, 
and found it to consist of only carbon, 
hydrogen and oxygen; Mr. Mills by ano- 
ther analytical short cut, has discovered 
that all the phenomena of cerebral dis- 
orders are referrible to the agency of a 
something, which he calls a ‘* morbid ac- 
tion.” When this little fiend makes his 
| way into a man’s head, no matter how, 
when, or where, it is a mere chance and 
not all to the point, whether he amuses 
himself by opening a blood-vessel, var- 
nishing the hemispheres with purulent 
matter, spilling a few ounces of serous 
fluid into the ventricles, or gluing up the 
membranes with a cement of coagulable 
lymph. At one time we find him keeping 
aman forty years a maniac ; at another, 
killing him without a moment’s warning ; 
or now and then tripping up his heels in 
a fit of epilepsy ; or drowning life with a 
deluge of hydrocephalic water. Omnia 
transformat sese in miracula rerum ; in 
short, this mischievous elf is a perfect 
Proteus, and not unlikely may have afflict- 
ed our author with the malady of writing 
this singular book. But to be serious ; 
our readers may recollect that we some 
time ago noticed a desperate attempt 
made by Mr. Mills to deprive no less than 
a dozen or so of di of independent 
existence, and he is now about to dispose 
of three or four others in the same cum- 
pendious manner. We then ventured to 
inform him in other words that similitude, 
however perfect the resemblance may be, 
does not constitute identity, no more than 
| we could be Dr. Mills though we might 
be as like each other as two quaker hats ; 
that the same medicines having cured two 
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APPEARANCES OF THE BRAIN. 


complaints do not make them one, no 
more than silver and lead are the same 
metals from being smelted out of one 
mass by the same fire ; and that dissec- 
tion, though often presenting a similar 
state of parts in different disorders, not 
only did not prove these disorders to be 
the same, but that dissection in many 
cases showed nothing at all that we can 
understand. If, indeed, as Mr. Mills 
would have us believe, we saw post- 
mortem appearances preceded even by 
symptoms nearly alike in those diseases 
of which he treats, we should willingly 
accede to his conclusion that ‘‘ morbid 
actions which produce effects so alike, 
cannot, in their nature be dissimilar;” but 
we have never observed the regularity 
of cause and effect discoverable in his 
dissections, In fact we think less infor- 
mation is to be attained of the “‘ cause” 
of disease from this Hebraic system of 
reading its course backwards by anatomy, 


than most persons imagine, though per- 
haps it is the only plan left us to follow. 
We shall now lay a few of Mr. Mills’s 
cases before the reader. 


Case of Hydrocephalus, with a protrusion 
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portion of the frontal bone and the nasal 
bone, through which a protrusion of the 
cortical substance of the brain occurred, 
and formed a tumour externally of the 
size of a gooseberry. This tumour was 
formed by a morbid growth of the cortical 
substance of the brain, and was covered 
with the arachnoid membrane, the pia 
mater, and a prolongation of the dura 
mater; it existed from the birth of the 
child ; was removeable by pressure; 
would disappear on yawning, and be 
violently protruded by crying or cough- 
ing. 

Comment.—** Was the protrusion of the 
brain, in this instance, owing to a morbid 
growth ofits cortical substance, which 
prevented the formation of bony matter ? 
or did it proceed simply trom a wantof sup- 
port, in consequence of defective ossifica- 
tion’ Different opinions of the nature of 
the tumour, were entertained by different 
practitioners ; by one, the disease was de- 
nominated nevi materni; by another it 
was considered as a watery collection ; 
by a third, as a fungous or tatty matter ; 
and by afourth, a portion of the brain 
itself. The dissections proved, that it 
consisted of the cortical substance ; com- 
pression by means of an elastic steel in- 
strument, was employed tor the removal 
of this tumour; on applying which, it 
was often observed, that the child, though 
immediately before lively, sank into a 
state of stupor. May not the propriety 
of the practice be therefore questioned ? 
May net the pressure have deranged the 
circulation of the brain, causing excite- 
ment and conjestion of its vessels, there- 
by giving rise to serous effusion into the 





of the Brain. 


“ Master R., et. nine months, labours 
under the following symptoms—uneasi- 
ness and frettulness; frequent moaning 
and sighing; retching and vomiting ; 
tossing of the hands and arms ; diminished 
appetite; stupor occasionally ; irregular 
fever; irregular state of the bowels; 
wasting of flesh; convulsions. From the 
birth of this child, a temour of the size 
of a small gooseberry has existed imme- 
diately below the os frontis, which occa- 
sionally appears and disappears. Death 
on the 8th Marci, after a trial of the 
usual remedies. . 

Dissection—Dura mater remarkably 
adherent to the internal cranium. Fon- 
tanelle-ossification, very deficient. Serous 
effusion between the arachnoid membrane 
and pia mater. Venous turgescence in 
the vessels of the surface of the brain. 
Lateral ventricles contain about two 
ounces of watery fluid. Plexus choroides, 
highly vascniar. There is an aperture of 





the size of a sixpence betv. cen the lower 
! 


ventricles , which was the cause of death.” 


Case of Hydrocephalus, with Inflammation 
of the Alimentary Canal, accompanied 
by an extraordinary lusus nature; the 
want of an Hepatic Artery. 


“On the 16th of April, 1822, I was 
called on to visit an infant child, seven 
days old, of Mr. G——’s, Upper Gardener 
Street, where I met Dr. Douglas in con- 
sultation :—the skin and the tunica con- 
junctiva of the eye, had a jaundiced ap- 
pearance ; the pulse was feeble, frequent 
and irregular ; there was trequent open- 
ing and shutting of the mouth ; there was 
coma and vomiting ; the feces were fluid 
and of a light yellow, and pain was ex- 
cited on pressing the abdomen. During 
the night of the 16th, the child died; 
when born it was fully formed, and had a 
healthy look; it was spoon-fed. Con- 
siderable emaciation took place on the 
Sth aud Gth days after birth, when it be- 
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came fretfal and heavy, and vomited its 
food ” 


Dissection.—“ Liver of a dark colour, 
harder and smaller than natural: it is 
adherent to the peritoneum lining the 

ietes of the abdomen, by very minute 
aments. Gall-bladder seems imbed- 
ded in the liver, and so small, that it 
would not contain a drachm of any kind of 
fluid ; it is in part filled with a substance 
resembling meconium. Peritoneum part- 
ly transparent, and partly of a vermilion 
colour. Stomach, internally and ex- 
ternally, exceedingly vascular; in some 
places of a dark colour, in others of a 
dark red. 





POST MORTEM 


Oct. 21, Blood slightly buffed and dense ; 
temporary ease from the bleeding; de- 
lirium ; restlessness ; feces greenish and 
yellow ; urine, turbid; pulse 180, hard; 
affection of the head still violeat. 
Hirnd. xx. temp. Cr.med, Oct. 22, Head 
relieved for a few hours, by the leeches ; 
symptoms as violent as yesterday; wild 
expression of countenance; Vesic capit. 
abras. V. s. §viij. Cr. med. Oct. 23, 
Moaning, screaming, acute head-ache, 
alternate paleness aud flushing of the 
face, skin hot, and partially moist, faces 
greenish, and at times passed involun- 
tarily, belly soft. Hirud. xv. tem. Cr, 





Intestines; their external|cal.et pulv. Jacob. En. purg. Oct 24, 


the left eye contracted, that of the right 


coat has the same appearance as that of No alleviation of the symptoms: pupil of 
| 


the stomach, but their internal is whitish 
and natural. Heart and lungs sound. 
The scalp and the surface of the brain 
exhibit a high degree of vascularity ; by ac- 
cident the meninges and ventricles were 
laid open, and the quantity of fluid con- 
tained could not be ascertained ; but at 
the base of the brain, about an ounce of 
watery fluid was detected of a bloody 
colour. The hepatic artery was want- 
ing.” 

Comment.—“ This is an extraordinary 
lusus nature; I have never witnessed a 
second instance of this kind. The gall- 
bladder was filled with a substance re- 
sembling meconium ; the liver was turgid 
with blood, and yellowish ; the feces were 
of a light yellow ; a secretion of bile may 
therefore take place, independently of 
an hepatic artery. - - - Itis scarcely 
necessary to state that the morbid ap- 
pearances here enumerated sufficiently 
account for the phenomena, and the 
death of the patient. To the want of 
the hepatic artery may be ascribed the 
- colour and diminished size of the 
iver.” 


An extraordinary case of recovery from 
acute Hydrocephalus. 


Master E——, etat. 9, a fortnight 
ago, without any cause, complained of 
head-ache, nausea, and a diminution of 
appetite, followed by alternate chi:iness 
and heat, and accompanied by a frequent 
varying pulse, a foul tongue, thirst and 
restlessness. Leeches have been applied 
to the temples, and calomel, aperients, 
the suline julep, and blisters have been 
employed without affording any relief. 
The -- of the head is now acute, the 
temples throb; the face is flushed, and 
the eyes are suffused. Pulse 121, and 
strong ; skin hot and dry; tongue foal ; 
bowels free ; feces of a greenish yellow; 
urine high coloured; V. 8. 3viij. Cal. et 
pulv. Jacob. Mist. cathart. En. purg. 





|dilated, “but both sensible to light, 
| Vesic. front. Cr. med. Oct. 25, Pulse 
irregular, tense and frequent; skin,some- 
what cool and constricted ; moaning and 
screaming, ‘Oh! my head!” involun- 
tary dejections. Cr med. October 26, 
High delirium, restlessnexs, skin hot and 
dry ; sight of left eye apparently lost, 
upil of right eye dilated, yet sensible to 
ight, pulse slow and intermitting ; moan- 
ing and sighing; involuntary dejections, 
convulsions of the extremities. Hirud. 
xvj. temp. Vesic. Nuche. Con, pulv. Jacob. 
et cal. Oct. 28, Deglutition difficult, in- 
voluntary dejections, tossing and rolling 
of the head, pulse frequent, loss of the 
power of speech. En. purg. P. Jacob. 
cum. p. thei. Oct. 29, Nearly as yester- 
day, pulse feeble and intermitting, occa- 
sionally a little of James's Powder and 
rhubarb is swallowed. Oct. 31, No al- 
teration of the symptoms. Cr. p. Jacob. 
et p. rhei. Nov. 3, Considerable flow of 
urine, temperature of the skin more 
equable, expression of countenance at one 
time wild, at another idiotic, speech in- 
distinct. Nov. 6, Some alleviation of the 
symptoms, feces yellowish and green, 
irine in large quantity, pulse more re- 
gular and soft, pupils more sensible to 
light. Cr. p.Jacob.et p.rhei. Nov. 10, 
Some return of rest, sighing, moaning 
and screaming diminishing, skin soft, 
takes a little tood. Cr. med. Nov. 18, 
Expression of countenance still idiotic, 
gradual restoration of sight, seems to 
suffer much from mortification of one of 
the hips. Nov. 21, Speech still indistinct. 
Cr. med. Nov. 30, Speech and visioa 
more distinct, gradual amendment, irri- 
tation from a foul ulcer on the back and 
hip. Dec. 10, Weak and delicate, both 
in mind and body. Dec. 21, Better in 
every respect. 1815. Jan. 12, Is still 
confined to bed by the sores, but there is 
an evident amendment both of body and 
mind.” 
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APPEARANCES 


Our. space does not permit us to in- 
dulge in farther quotation, except to pre- 


sent the reader with the following corol-| 


lory deduced from apwards of two hun- 
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style, and imysterious punctuation. ob- 
servable in thy pages, tend to confirm 
what we advanced respecting thy late 
perusal of the above 


authors, whose 


dred pagas of cases, commentaries and‘ faults thou dost mimic so abominably ? 


dissections. Any thing, inthe way of 
medical reports, more slovenly execu- 
ted, more silly as to observation, or more 
inconclusive in argument, we never read 
than these disjointed paragraphs, or lit- 
tle islands of print, floating in an ocean 
of margin. 

Conclusion —“ The similarity of the 
morbid changes observed in these dissec- 
tions, tends to confirm what has been 
advanced respecting the similarity of 
diseases, of which these changes have 
been the result ; for if in the phenomena 
of inanimated nature, connexion between 
cause and effect is so close that we argue 
an identity of cause from observing an 
identity of effect, shall not the same 
mode of argument be applicable, as we 
rise in the scale of creation, from the in- 
animate to the animated world? Shall 
the links of the great chain which binds 
cause and effect be here rent asunder? 
or, rather, shall we not suppose that they 
become, if possible, bound more closely 
together ? that the same admirgble sim- 
plicity remains, and that, therefore, 
where the same effects are produced, we 
are authorized in concluding that the |. 
same Causes produce them ?” 

Mighty master of the comma, hyphen, 
and note of interrogation! hast thou 
been lately in the “ mists of the hill’’ 
with Ossian, stratting through the de- 
clamations of Goldsmith's “ animated’, 
and St. Pierre’s “ Harmonies,” of nature ; 
or, on a rhetorical incursion through the 
tomes of Sterne? for if in the phenomena 
of writing with a goose-qnill and infusion 


of galls, connexion between cause and’ 


effect is so close that we argue an iden- 
tity of cause from observing an identity 
of effect, shall not the same mode of ar- 
gement be applicable, as we rise in the 
scale of composition from inditing common | 
sense, to nonsense ?—Shall the links o 
the great chain which binds an imitation 


to the original, be here rent asunder ?— | 


or, shall we not conclude that the morbid 


Fudge! Mr. Mills: why should the ef- 
fusion of blood, pus, serum, or coagulable 
lymph be set down to the operation of 
the same cause? for shen what becomes 
of the axiom, “ that similar causes pro- 
dace similar results,” since in this in- 
stance we have effects of the most con- 
tradictory nature produced too, as you 
tell us, by one and the same cause? 
Take that state of a part which generates 
pus, for example, and are you prepared 
to say that this part is in the same con- 
dition, as when it effusese serum? You 
hint indeed, pretty plainly, that your 
** cause” of disease, is inflammation, and 
that the phenomena enumerated are well 
kuown to be its terminations; but we 
have seen, times without number, pus, 
serum, coagulable lymph, and adhesion 
produced when there was neither pain, 
heat, redness, swelling nor any other 
character present by which inflammation - 
is known to exist. When a case, of what- 
ever kind, ceases to be unerring in its 
operation, one would think there must be 
some alteration to account for the change 
of the product. Yet Mr. Mills imagined 
that his fabric was founded upon the 
converse of this proposition, though it is 
evident he did not understand its ten- 
dency to demolish his own system. For 
particular information, he favours us with 
a “ morbid action” of unlimited opera- 
tion, and forces his way to a conclusion, 
through a phalanx of the most discordant 
premises. We wish to know what air 





that is, and he tells us, “ it is music, or a 
modification of sound.” We would be in- 


;/ formed of the exact hour of the day, but 


ere of counting the seconds on his 
‘watch, he points to the sun, and e’acu- 


— ETernity.” 


DIAPHRAGMATIC HERNIA. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 
———— 
ANATOMY. 


In a former Number (vide Lancet, 
Vol. X. p. 212,) we laid before our 
Yeaders an account of the inauguration of 
the Anatomical Society of Paris, and 
premised to notice the result of its 
labours. The society publishes a bulletin* 
every month, and in those which have al- 
veady appeared the following facts are to 
be found. 


Case of Diaphragmatic Hernia. By M. 
Ang. Berarp, interne a la Salpetriere. 


In dissecting this year a female subject I 
found at the superior parietes of the ab- 
domen, on a level with the space left be- 
tween the anterior fibres of the diaphragm, 
two round openings separated by the sus- 
pensory ligament of the liver, and com- 
municating with two cavities into which 
the peritoneum was continued. The 
cavity sitnated on the right side of the 
ligament was of the size of a common 
thimble ; the left was larger and much 
deeper; they contained no viscera. On 
examining the chest, several fatty tu- 
mours were observed ou the sides of the 
pericardium, and these hung over into the 
right cavity of the pleura. One of these 
tumours received into its interior the 
larger of the two which passed througa 
the diaphragm. It separated in this 
way the peritoneum from the pleura, 
excepting at its base, where it became ex- 
ceedingly thin, and the two serous mem- 
branes were in union. 

The dissection of these parts showed 
that the hernial opening was situated be- 
tween the anterior edge of the centre of 
the tendinous portion of the diaphragm 
and the ensiform cartilage, that the trian- 
gular space between the anterior fibres of 
the diaphragm had been increased by the 
absence of the muscular fibres which are 
usually inserted into the cartilago ensi- 
formis. The empty state of the hernial 
sacs, their cylindrical form, and lastly the 
presence of a fatty tumour at the extre- 
mity of the sacs, are snfficient to lead one 

ture at the mechanism of their 
It is probable that an adipose 





formation. 





* Vid. Nouvelle Bibliotheque Medical 
Ser February, March, &c. 





mass adhering to the peritoneum and 4, 
tuated in the anterior mediastioum, being 
carried into the right cavity of the plenra 
drew along with it the peritoneum ; and 
that with the greater facility as no musce- 
lar fibres existed in this part to offer ap 
obstacle to its displacement. This is ex- 
actly analogous to what takes place in 
the other cases of adipose tumours exte- 
rior to the peritonenm. 

Up to the present time, but one well 
detailed case of diaphragmatic hernia is 
known in which the peritoneum was 
elongated across the hernial opening. 
This case has been described by my bro- 
ther, and is inserted in M. Oliivier's 
translation of Scarpa’s work on hernia. 


Case of softening of the left Corpus Stria- 
tum. By M. Brrerre, M.D. 


The patient, just prior to death, was 
the subject of hemiplegia of the rigit 
side ; sensation and power of motion were 
nearly gone, particularly of the right leg. 
On examination after death, no other or- 
ganic lesion could be discovered, except- 
ing in the left corpus striatum, which was 
red, and very soft, and the thalamus op. 
ticus of the same side, which had under. 
gone a similar change. 

Contraction of the Urethra.—M. Lenoir 
presented to the Society an urethra, in 
which there was a contraction about three 
inches from the mouth to such a degree, 
that the stile of a catheter could scarce- 
ly be introduced. The contraction ap- 
peared to have been produced by the ci- 
catrization of an uleer, which had pre- 
viously affected the mucous membrane of 
this passage. The portion of the urethn 
extending from the mouth to the cov- 
tracted part was red; that, on the con- 
trary, from this place to the neck of the 
bladder, was white and perfectly healthy. 

Origin of the Lachrymal Nerve.—At 
the last meeting of the Society, M. Ame- 
sat shewed a preparation of the nerves 
of the eye, in which these could be dis- 
tinctly seen. ist. On the left side two 
branches of communication between the 
nervus patheticus, and the frontal branch 
of the ophthalmic, situated immediately 
before and above the origin of the lachry- 
mal nerve. 2dly. On the right side one 
nervous filament only establishing the 
same commanication, but between the 
pathetic and lJachrymal branch ; this last 
nerve always arising from the lower part 
of the ophthalmic branch, Meckel appears 
to regard the anastomosis of the pathetic 
with the ophthalmic branch as constant, 
without mentioning whether it takes place 
with the pathetic itself, or one of its 
branches. 
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MONSTROSITIES. 


M. Lenoir called to the recollection of 
the Society, that this anastomosis had 
been a long time drawn by Soemmering 
in his /eones Oculi Humani ; but that this 
anatomist regarded it as very rare, having 
only once met with it. The extreme rare- 
ness of this anastomosis, he (M. L..) dis- 
puted, for having had frequent occasion 
to dissect the human eye, had met with 
it three times; once he saw the commu- 
nicating branch of the pathetic extending 
to the origin of the lachrymal nerve. 

From these facts, M. M. Manec and 
Lenoir think that M. Amussat has been 
led into error by this anatomical dispo- 
position, and that he has probably taken 
tor the origin of the lachrymal nerve, 
what is merely anastamosis. 


Erosion and complete destruction of the 
Epig lottis. 

The larynx of aman, respecting whom 
1 could learn no particulars, was pre- 
sented to the Society, and no trace of the 
epiglottis was to be discovered. This 
fact proves that deglutition is exercised 
without the epiglottis, and under this 
point of view may be brought in support 
of M. Magendie’s opinion. But it is 
a pity that no information could be ob- 
tained on the manner in which this was 


yp met more particularly, because 
. Craveilhier saw a patient in whom 
the epiglottis was destroyed, and who 
could swallow neither liquids nor solids, 
although he could take into his stomach 


soft substances. A similar case is cited 
by Rudolphie, in the second vol. of his 
physiology, (p. 378.) This physiologist 
makes the following observation, on the 
epigiottis : “‘ Magendie’s observation, that 
the epiglottis does not serve as a protec- 
tion to the larynx in order to prevent ex- 
traneous matter getting into it during eat- 
ing and drinking, admits of being easily re- 
fated. That the animals which possess 
strong muscle for the purpose of closing the 
rima glottidis,and which breathe different- 
ly, have no epiglottis, has nothing to do with 
the present case; the question being in 
reference to the epiglottis where it does 
exist. If Magendie, in the experiments 
where he removed from a dog the epiglot- 
tis, observed no great mischief, still some 
was produced ;” and C. Theoph. Fr. 
Reichel (Diss. e usu epiglettidis, Berdt. 
1826. 8.) found in his experiments with ani- 
mals, on the removal of the epiglottis, im- 
pediments occur in the taking of food. 
But we do not stand in need of the proof 
afforded by animals, as this unfortunately 
too often occurs in man. Kohbrausch 
sent me the larynx of a man who died 
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(rom laryngeal pthisis, where the epi- 
glottis (to within a small portion of the 
hasis,) is destroyed : this person would 
swallow, but with great difficulty, and he 
was obliged to mix his fluids with solid 
substances into a paste, without this pre- 
scription he would never have been able 
to take them into the stomach. Seve- 
ral instances of this difficulty of swallow- 
ing in laryngeal pthisis are mentioned by 
With. Sachse.—See Beitrige zur genvueren 
Kenntniss, und Unterscheidug der Kehl- 
hopfs und Luftréhrenschwindsucht. Han- 
nove , 1821. 8. 


PHYSIOLOGY. 


Monstrosities.* 


M. Hilaire announced to the Academy at 
the Sitting on the 3d of April, that he had 
instituted at Auteuil, where they carry 
on with success artificial incubation, a 
series of very curious experiments, in 
which he has sneceeded in producing dif- 
ferent monstrosities. One of these had 
in particular engaged his attention, viz. 
that which presented only the develop- 
ment of one cerebral lobe, situated on the 
nudian line. M. G. St. Hilaire produced 
this monstrosity at pleasure, in se¢parat- 
ing one half of the egg from all atmo- 
spheric contact; this he did, by plunging 
this half in melted wax, and letting it 
cool, taking care not to effect any ulte- 
rior movement. From this fact, it would 
be curious to recognize what is the chemi- 
cal influence which the air exercises on 
incubation; every thing leads one to ima- 
gine, that the light may exercise some 
part in this act. Let the case be as it 
may, this intelligeat naturalist believes 
that all the varieties of the galline are to 
be attributed to accidents bearing an ana- 
logy to these which he has produced by 
artificial means, and that these varieties 
perpetuate themselves afterwards by ge- 
neration. 

At the Sitting of the 16th, this same 
physiologist gave an account of some new 
experiments which he had andertaken 
for the purpose of producing artificially 
different kinds of monstrosities, and from 
which he had ascertained, that the inter- 
ception of the external air from one half 
of an egg by the melted wax, does not 
always give rise to so constant an effect 
as he had at first imagined, but that dif- 
ferent monstrosities are produced in the 
same way. 





* Revue Medicale. May, 1825. 
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. 


Before the Chief Justice and a Special 
Jury. 





Plaintiff's Counsel, 

Mr. Denman and Mr. F. H. Keury. 
Attornies—Fairruorne, Lorry & Co. 
Defendant's Counsel, 

Mr. Serj. VauGuan and Mr. Serj. Witve. 
Attornies—Mitne and Paxry. 





Wak ey co. Jounson, M.D. 


Mr. F. Kelly opened the pleadings. This 
was an action of libel, to which the defend- 
ant had pleaded Not Guilty. 

Mr. Denman stated the case to the 
Jury. This was an action, as they had 
already learned from the opening of his 
learned friend, which the plaintiff had 
brought to recover compensation for a libel 
that the defendant had published concerning 
him. The libel was one of that nature, 
which no man, who valued his reputation 
and character in society, or his own feelings 


as a man, could quietly submit to—it was a} he 


sibel that was calculated to excite his honest 
indiguation, and to determine him to adopt 
that course by which alouve he could be pro- 
tected, namely, to come into a court of Jus- 
tice, and by offering the defendant the means 
of substantiating what he had stated, to vin. 
dicate himself from those gross calumnies 
which had been heaped upon him, and which 
the result of this day’s investigation would 
prove to be unfounded. The defendant had 
the means of proving his statements offered 
to him: ifhe did not prove them—nay, more, 
if he did not take “7 step towards proving 
them, he, and not the plaintiff, would quit 
the Court with disgrace—with the disgrace 
of having asserted that which he could not 
attempt to support by evidence. The facts 
of the case were these. ‘The plaintiff was 
the Proprietor, and Editor of a Weekly 
Medical Publication called Tue Lan- 
cer, aud it was probably that circnm- 
stance, and the succe<s of that publication; 
which had given rise to the spleen of the 
defendant, and occasioned those scandalous 
and libellous effusious with which the de- 
fendant had thonght proper to attack the re- 
putation and character of the plaintiff. The 
defendant was the Editor, and he believed 
the Proprietor, of another Medical Publica- 
tion, which appeared every quarter, and was 
entitled **'The Medico Chirargical Review.” 
It was a work of very extensive circulation, 
being read by men of the medical profession, 
not only throughout Europe, but also in 
America. Indeed, it was, as he believed 
the defendant had himself stated, not only 
in the libraries, but on the tables of ail 
the leading members of the medical profes- 
sion, In the year 1623, the plaintiff esta- 
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| blished the publication to which he had ve- 
‘fore alluded, and the fame which it speedily 
,acquired, the skill with which it was con- 
' ducted, and the sale it » seemed to 
‘have made the defendant imagine that it 
| formed an instance of agen rivalship to, 
;and interfered with, his own publication, 
jand he disliked it accordingly. {t¢ was im- 
| possible otherwise to account for the violent 
jaspersions of the plaintiff, which had ap- 
| in the defendant’s Review, and which 
| had compelled the former to rin Court 
‘on the oceasion. [t seemed that the defen- 
|dant had resolved to put down the plaintiff 
| and his publication, and not being able to do 
| 80 by the means of free discussivn alone, he 
| resorted to the course of publishing against 
‘him a tissue of foul aad libellous attacks of 
the most scandalous natare. In the year 
| 1620, the plaintiff married, and took a house 
jin Argyll-street, where he exercised the pro- 
| fession of a surgeon. Some time afterwards 
|that house was unfortunately burned to 
the ground, and all the plaintiff's property 
was destroyed. The fire happened when the 
plaintiff's wife was iu the country, and when 
only the plaintiff and two servants were in 
the house. When the plaintiff first entered 
on the house, he had insured his property in 
the Hope Fire Insurance Office; and when 
this calamity, which deprived him of all that 
» happened, he claimed com- 

nsation from the Insurance Office for the 
os he had sustained. ‘That claim they 
thought fit to dispute, and the matter was 
brought before a Jury, the Insurance Office 
thinking proper to question the manner in 
which the fire had been occasioned. After 
a very severe and painful examiuation of all 
the circumstances, that Jury was fully satis- 
fied that the plaintiff's claim was well found- 
ed. All doubts upon the subject were wiped 
away, and all suspicion was put at rest by 
their verdict, and the occurrence was never 
mentioned, but as a subject of 
com miseration for the plaintiff's misfortanes, 
until after the plaintiff had begun the pubii- 
cation of Tue Lancet, when the embers 
of that unfortunate affair were again raked 
together, and the very Pheenix of slander 
was, by the power of the defendant, made 
to rise out of them. It appeared, that there 
had been a meeting of surgeons conveved for 
the purpose of considering some abuses said 
to exist with regard to the management of 
the College, aud in the proceedings of that 
meeting the plaiutiff took a part. That 
meeting, and the course pursued by the 
plaintiff at it, had given tise to a tissne of 
scandalous and libellous effusions, which 
had been directed by the defendant against 
the plaintiff. The first of these appeared 
under the form of an answer to, or rather a 
remark on, a letter purporting to come from 
a correspondent, who had sigened himself 
“* Atropos.” Perhaps he might here be 
permitted to make an observation on the 
trick thus practised by publications of this 
kind, The correspondent was not unfre- 
quently the editor himself, and he sometimes 
condescended to write himeeif a letter, is 
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order that he might thereby havea good pre- 
tence to answer it. The name of Atropos 
appeared to hare been chosen for its peculiar 
reference 


to the medical ion, the 
members of which were su to have an 
intimate connexion with third of the 


Fatal Sisters, by whom the length of our 

thread of life was determined. In the course 

of this paragraph, there was no mention 

made of the plaintiff's uame, but the allu- 

sions re it impossible to be mistaken 

in the person to whom it referred. The ar- 

ticle was headed, “* To tho»e whom it may 

;" and then proceeded as follows : 

« The letter of A came to hand, full 

of friendly offers and insidious counsel— 
*Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes." We sus- 
pect that it comes from the enemy's camp. 

Atall events, we waut uo assistance of the 

kind proferred. [t is not with sach nig aoe 

as Atropos would furnish that we have 
hitherto maintained our ground ; and we do 
not mean to change our mode of defence. 
We regard it, indeed, as a piece of peculiar 
good fortune to escape the praise, and daily 
receive the vituperation of the outcasts of 
medical society—of men, who have been 
accused of arson, convicted of libel, cast in 
a court of equity, as ea! robbers, and 
driven from the practice of a profession 
which they have dixgraced—of men, who 
first attracted notice by obscenity, and can 
only maintain it by slander—of men, whose 
instinct prompts them to prey on garbage, 
and, as Rterary scavengers, to fling their 
dirt at every passenger.” ‘The jury would 
find that these charges were uot to be sup- 
ported, that, in fact, they were groundless 
aspersions, intended only to injure the cha- 
racter of plaintiff; bat what would they 
think of the man who made these charges, 
going on with his description in these terms : 
** Of men, whose courage consists in cgenty 
rifling the intellectaal property of others, 
and abusing those whom they have robbed— 
of men, whose main talent consists in the 
art of degerdemain pilfering, and of pander- 
ing with most ity to the meanest pas- 
sions—of men, whose liberality of seutiment 
is freedom from every scruple of conscience, 
or principle of rectitude—of men, who have 
never evinced, because they do not possess, 
ene particle of professional knowledge be- 
yond what they picked up in the Lecture- 
room—finally, of men, whose organized 
system of defamation will mark an era, and 
x a stain on the bistory of medicine, in the 

country which had the misfortune te give 
them birth!” The Jury might mark the de- 
feudant’s horror of defam —they would 
say whether or not he had been actuated by 
that eeling, when he wrote that libel. Whe- 
ther Ireland or Scotland gave birth to that 
gentleman, he could not tell; but whatever 
might be the country which *‘ bad the mis- 
fortane” to give him birth, it did not appear 
that his instincts A yee » him not to prey 
‘u garbage, or that he disdained to do that 
which would eutitle him to the character he 
had drawn. ‘The first libel concluded thus: 
“Such are the men whose unremitting ire 
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we have called forth, and whose ire, we 
trust in heaven, wil! never remit, till wwatlig- 
= work (and work it will) the malgner’s 
fall;” a prophecy which, whether the de- 
fendant meant it or not, he would find this 
day fulfilled at his own expense. 

iat, however, was not all the libellous 
matter, for if it had been, it would have 
been left to that contempt which libels al- 
ways merited, but which sometimes was not 
the only treatment they ought to receive. 
The defendant had chosen to write another 
libel in the same publication, in which he 
had thought fit to go into those unfortunate 
circumstances which had happened six years 
ago. Why he did so it was impossible to 
conceive, unless by supposing that he felt 
the most determined enmity towards a suc- 
cessful literary aud medical antagonist. On 
a certain occasion Mr. Bell had delivered 
some lectures at the College of Surgeons. 
Mr. Bell was, as the Jury perhaps knew, a 
most eminent surgeon, who had come from 
Edinburgh, aud who had delivered some 
lectures in London. ‘The room was, as might 
have been anticipated, extremely crowded. 
About that time the disputes existing con- 
cerning the management of the College were 
at their height, and it seemed that when 
something was said on that subject, Mr. 
Abernethy stated that a Report would soon 
be made upon the matter. Mr. Wakley, who 
was present, immediately observed, that the 
ought to have the Report then. Upon whi 
there was raised a considerable uproar, 
many of the members loudly applauded, 
whilst a few cried, ** turn him out.”— 
Ou that single circumstance, however, 
had the defendant founded a mighty super- 
structure, and the cry of a few had been 
altered, diversified, and distorted with all 
the defendant's libellous ingenuity. The de- 
fendant had written a short article on Mr. 
Bell's lecture, in which the plaintiff was 
thus spoken of :—‘* We understood, that 
previously to the admission of visitors, the 
appearance of a Salamander in the gallery 
among the students excited considerable 
ferment there, and at one time there was 
every reason to believe the fallen angel's am- 
bition would be gratified by an aérial flight 
over the heads of members, council, and 
all!” Asif the plaintiff had been in danger 
of being pitched over from the gallery. If 
he had been, undoubtedly such an exhibi- 
tion would have been very scientific, and 
must have contributed much to the edifica- 
tion of those present. But who could sup- 
pose such a thing possible, and who wou 
not Oe the insinuation was itself a libel 
upon the members of the College? The libel 
thus went on—‘‘ ‘The threatened expulsion 
of Lucifer from the presence of the gods on 
high Olympus, spread terror and dismay 
among the inhabitants of the lower regions ; 
but happily they were spared a visit from 
this ‘ frebrand,’ or rather ‘ fire factur,’ as 


he is now geuerally denominated, who wil- 
lingly, for once, made his exit through the 
-” Now all this was, as he 
He 


postern 
should show them, utterly untrue, 














WAKLEY ve. 





432 


wished, before he procecded farther, to call | confederates. 


their attention to a note on the word Luci- 
fer. That note was as libellous as the other 
Fee of the publication, and was in the fol- 
owing terms :—‘* The common derivation 
of this word is wrong; itis not from daz and 
fere, but from ignis and facio (vide Secret 
Memoirs of the House of Argyll).”. Also, 
** a new mode of lighting the streets without 
lamps, and extinguishing debts by means of 
fire engines.” ‘The wit of this supposed 
derivation appeared to him as contemptible 
as the insinuation was libellous. For that 
insivuation, so libellous in its nature, and 
so sure to be repeated, if it was not brought 
into a Court of Justice, the plaintiff came 
before them to claim compensation. The 
trial which had taken place respecting the 
fire at the plaintiff’s house, was most re- 
markable. The cause of the Hope Insurance 
Office had been entrusted to Mr, Marryatt 
and Mr. Gurney, than whom none could be 
more able to detect fraud, if fraud there 
were in the transaction. No personal ex- 
ertions were spared to make out the fact on 
which the defence of the Company was 
rested. was en- 
trusted to the humble individual now ad- 
dressing them, who had been selected, solely 
for that reason, to appear as the plaintiff's 
counsel on this occasion. The Jury were 
merchavts of London, the Judge was Lord 
Chief Justice Abbott, of whom he might truly 
say, tLat if ever there was a man who pecu- 
liarly possessed the powers of detecting 
fraud, and of affording fair play to the means 
of its demonstration, it was that able and 
learved Judge, who then and now presided 
as the Chief Justice of the Court of King’s 
Bench. Yet with such persons assisting at 
the trial, the verdict of the Jury was decisive 
in favour of the plaintiff, and the question 
was set at rest till this defendant had chosen 
again to put it in motion for the purposes to 
which he had before alluded. Now he would 
ask, whether it was to be endared that that 
private slander which had beeu once refuted 
im a Court of Justice, should be renewed in 
the conduct of a journal, published for me- 
dical purposes. Mr. Wakley now gave him 
an opportunity of proving what he had 
stated—of proving that of which vo reason- 
able mind could entertain one moment’s 
doubt. The verdict of the former Jury did 
not stop the plaintiff, he had the means of 
calling all the evidence which had been given 
on that trial, and much more, for after such 
a trial, men’s mouths, which had before 
been locked, were opened—ail secrets were 
disclosed , and found their way ey sarong 
that the acquiescence of the Hope Iusurance 
Office in the verdict given against them was 
nothing, when compared to the acquiescence 
of the public, especially after the lapse of 
five years had given ample oppertunity for 
discovering the fraud, if any fraud had D 
committed. It was impossible that any fraud 
could have been commitied, except there 
had been a conspiracy, and it was equally 
impossible that after such a time, none of 


The case of Mr. id ae | 





the conspirators should have betrayed their 
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‘ie The defendant, therefore, 
nad an ample opportunity of justifying the 
libel (for there was no statute of Tintations 
that could act on his evidence), but of that 
he had not availed himself, having merely 
by his plea imposed on the plaintiff the ne- 
cessity of proving the publication of the 
libel. That proof should be afforded in- 
stantly. It would then be for the defendant 
to offer his defence ; aud what that was, he 
(Mr. Denman) could unaffectedly and sin- 
a declare he did not know, nor even 
could he imagine. If the defendant thought 
the verdict of the former Jury not conclu- 
sive on the point, why had he not pleaded 
a justification ; while, if he thought it was 
conclusive, why had he dared to renew the 
charge which that verdict had refuted? The 
Jury would pow draw the line between fair 
discussion and libellous attacks; and if the 
defendant should complain of any thing 
which the Fog med had said of him, and 
which he (Mr. Denman) was not there to 
defend, they would say that he should have 
sought redress by the operation of the law, 
and not by indulging his spleen in libellous 
invectives. A suspicion had once been 
raised against the plaintiff; his conduct 
had then been fairly questioned, and the 
suspicion had been easily and completely re- 
moved. That suspicion was now wantonly 
renewed, and the plaintiff had felt it to be 
a duty to himself and to his family, to bring 
the present action, and they would feel that 
he deserved ample damages at their hands, 
By their verdict, they would tell the de- 
fendant that he must not persevere in this 
scandalous course of libel, but that he must 
observe the distinction between fair discus- 
sion and infamous personal attack. He 
knew the great powers of his Learned 
Friends, whose talents were arrayed for the 
defence. He knew the eloquence, the inge- 
nuity, and the judgment that would be dis- 
= for the advantage of the defendant. 
€ was aware that, perhaps, ridicule might 
be employed ; but they would say, whether, 
because a man questioned the infallibility of 
a medical jonrual, he was to be wantonly 
accused of felony, of arson, and of murder, 
especially when his accuser, though offered 
the opportunity, dared not to avow that he 
believed these heavy charges to be true. 

Mr. Mills: 1 am a priuter; I print the 
work called Tue Lancet. ‘The plaintiff is 
the Editor and proprietor of it. 

Cross-examined: I have been the printer 
of it about twelve months ; I have very sel- 
dom read the publication ; we do not trust 
our judgment as to the articles; | read it 
occasionally. The wit»ess was asked how 
often he had read gross libels in Tue Lan- 
cet on Dr. Johnson? | 

Mr. Denman oojected that such a ques- 
tion could not be put; the libels must be 
produced ; besides, this was making the 
witness represent a Judge and Jury, and de- 
cide what was a libel. 

The Chief Justice thought the question, 
whether the witness had read in THe Lan- 
CET matter affecting the character of the de- 

























fendant, was much too general, as it called 
on the witness to state any matter he might 
have observed, whether it was connected 
with the present publication or not. 

Daniel Witcher: | was servant to the 
plaintiff in 18.0 ; | lived with him at the time 
of the fire; { was in the house when it hap- 

ned ; he then lived in Argyll-street ; all 
cis furniture was burnt; he had a great 
deal of furniture in the house ; all his pa- 
pers were destroyed ; the fire happened in 
August 1420; the whole contents of the 
house were burnt down, except me and my 
wife ; nothing was saved; plaintiff had vo 
other house ; every thiug was burnt except 
the live stock. 

Mr. Serjeant Vaughan said, that it was 
alleged to have been casual. They ought to 
have asked the witness that question. 
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Cross-examined; In the same conversa- 
tion, I believe, he told me he had been abused 
iu Tue Lancet iu every way; he did not 
state any particular expressions. 

Re-examined: The Numbers had been de- 
livered to the trade when he called on me. 

Mr. Highly: I had this number of the 
Medico-Chirurgical Review in my posses- 
sion; it is No. #, Vol. VII!.; I accounted 
with the Doctor for the sale of this Number; 
I often see him; I saw him three weeks 
ago; nothing was said about the action ; 
after I had received notice of this action, i 
told him of the circumstance, and he de- 
| sired me to sell no more copies; all the 
| copies were then delivered, and | had none 
lett; L account to the Doctor for the Numn- 
bers | receive from the binder, and pay him 
|the money. I treat him as the editor and 





The Chief Justice said, that if they did | proprietor; he receives the money from me. 
not fally make out their case, the time for | —Cross examined: In the course of the 


ubjecting was when their proof was closed. 
Cross-examined: Mr. Wakley was him- 
self a part of the live stock ; he was down- 
stairs at the time, but [I did not know it till | 
the morning. I went to bed at eleven 
o'clock, leaving the plaintiff sitting up; he 
was in the back parlour, applying leeches to 
his head. [saw him again at six o'clock ia 
the morning; I had locked the doors at 
night. My wife came down before me, and 
wheu | came down the doors were open. 
‘The fire was then between the two parlours. 


conversation | have mentioned, he told me 


jhe had been repeatedly abused by the Edi- 


tor of Tne Lancet. 

Mec. Kiernan: lama Surgeon. I was at 
the College on the day that Mr. Bell deiiver- 
ed his lecture. I have read the account just 
read by the officer of the Court. I believe 
Mr. Wakley was meant by the description of 
the salamander.—Cross-examined : | am the 
same person whose name is mentioned in 
the first meeting. This ix a pretty accurate 
reportof what passed. Plaintiff proposed an 


When I saw the plaintiff in the morning, | application to Parliament, while others only 
there was a lump on his head, and there} proposed amendments of the errors of the 
were several wounds about his body; 1) bye-laws; I did not hear the plaintiff say, 
don’t know how he was injured ; there were | that he wished streams of liquid fire woula 
wounds on his side; they were on the| descend from heaven, and utterly destroy 
bones, on the short ribs. The waistcoat) that corruption; I have seen something like 
was cut through ; it was stabbed where the | it in Tue Lancer; | understood the whole 
wounds were. Ido not know a man of the! passage from ‘* 7'te Salamunder’’, to ** the 
name of Lavender. The plaivtiff weut into | fall of malignity,” torefer to Mr. Wahley; I 
the country, aud was unable to do his busi-|do not know that Dr. Johnson was daily re- 
ness; 1 don’t kuow whether he kept his| ceiving the vituperatious of the outcasts of 
bed. He had not been married loug; his | medical society ; | did not know plaintiff 
family consisted of himself and his wife, and|had been accused of arson; | knew there 
sometimes his sister.—Re-examiued: I} had been a trial about it, but I did net know 
don’t kuow how the fire happened; the) he had been accused of it. (Mr. Serjeant 
flames met me as | was coming down| Vaughan: *‘ Oh, of course; he was wrongly 
stairs ; I can’t say whether it was done by| accused ; but he was accused.) Witness : 
accident, but I think it was set on fire by) Yes. | kuewhe had been convicted of libel, 
some villains let into the house by my mas- | in a trial with Mr. ‘Tyrrell ; that is the same 





ter, after | went to bed. 

Mr. Thomas Parry, the clerk to the Hope 
Assurance Company, proved that the plain- 
tiff was insured to the amount of 1,200/ 
at their office, and recovered it in an action 
where the ground of defence was, that the 
fire was occasioned by the plaintiff. 

The record of the trial aud judgment were 
produced. 

Saunders, a bookbinder : I received 2,2 
copies of this Number of the Medico Chirur- 
gical Review, from Mr. Hayden, the print- 
er. I koow Dr. James Johuson—he is the 
Editor of this publication ; he has called on 
me on the subject of this number ; he called 
to ask whether the number was ready ; he 
told me an action had been brought against 
him by the Editor of Tae Lancet; | said, 
** Indeed!” 


No. 148, 


tT who took # part in this debate ; 
kuew the plaintiff had been accused iu 
a Court of Equity as a literary robber ; he 
had been accused of stealing Mr. Abernethy’s 
lectures (a laugh) ; he has not been driven 
from the practice of the profession; that 
reference in the libel docs uot apply to him, 
but I thought the libel, generally, applied to 
him ; Idid not conceive that part applied to 
him ; [ thought the passage about ‘* open! 
rifling the literary property of others, an 
then abusing those whom they had robbed,” 
applied to him ; I dou’t know of his abusing 
any body; the passage about legerdemain 
ilfering, meant that the notes were taken 
y a short-hand writer (a laugh.)—Mr. 
Serjeant Vaughan : Oh, yes, it meant that 
Tue Lancet wrote a free hand, or, in other 
words, that it bled freely (loud laughter 
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Witness: 
quently attacked the defendant. | thought the 
Salamander bad some relation to the fire, 
out if it hac stood alone | should not have 
understood it; but taking the whole toge- 
i I thought the libel applied to the plain- 


Mr. Lawrence, examined by Mr. Kelly. 


I believe, Sir, you presided in the chair at 
the Meeting mentioued in the first part of 
this libel? 1 did, Sir. 

And Mr. Wakley was there? Mr. Wakley 
was present, Sir. 

Have you read the article in this Review ? 
I have, Sir. 

Have you any doubt, Sir, as to the person 
to whom the parts of it you heard last read 
apply ? Not the least. 

To whom then? | consider them intended 
to apply to Me. Wakiey. 

And now as to the jatter part on the single 
pae ? 

The Chief Justice.—What page ? 

Mr. Kelly.—Page 599, my Lord. 

Have you read the whole of that page, and 
the note ? I have, Sir. 

‘To whom do you believe that applies ? ‘To 
Mr. Wakley. 

‘Throughout ? 

Entirely? Yes. 

Now there’s only one part, Sir, I'll ask you 
a question about ; we have heard something 
of his having been cast in a court of Equity ; 
do you not know, Sir, that he has actually 
at last succeeded in that cause in the Court 
of Equity. 

Mr. Serjeant Vaughan.-—[ shall object to 


Entirely. 


that. 
The Chief Justice —There are a hundred 
objections to that question. 

Mr. Denman.—I should have asked it as 
to the conversation of the last witness ; it 
was an oversight on my part. 

The Chief Justice —You have got from 
this witness, that the paragraphs apply to 
Mr. Wakley; they may ask for reasons, if 
they think fit, why Mr. Lawrence thinks so. 

Mr. Kelly.—In the latter part of the libel, 
you see there is something about “a new 
mode of lighting the streets without lamps,” 
what do you believe that to apply to ? 

The Chief Justice—He has said he be- 
lieves the whole to apply to Mr. Wakley ; 
then that wil! do—the whole or any part will 
d 


0. 
Mr. Kelly.—1 believe, Sir, you know Mr, 
Wakley is in the habit of publishing lectures 


very frequently ? Yes. 

Ne "Serjeant Wilde.—That is not the mode 
of proving publications. 

Mr. Kelly —I1 ask generally, whether he 
is not in the habit of publishing lectures ge- 
nerally. 

‘The Chief Justice.—How is that connected 
with this? I think you have gone far 
enough ; you have got evidence which you 
are bound to make out, that the plaintiff is 
the party applied to. [tis for them to shake 
that ; if they dow't shake it, the jury will 
ack it, that he is the person applied to. 


| knew that Tur Lancer fre-| 


Mr. Kelly.—if your Lordship thinks 

[ shall not py more, but it has been said xe 
plaintiff is a literary pirate. 

| The Chief Justice —Till this witness is 
| asked questions by the other side, | don't 
think it necessary. If any question is put 
by Mr. Sergeant Wilde to this poiut, you may 
afterwards a-k him questions. 


Cross-exammed by Mr. Serjeant Wilde, 


Probably, Sir, before you had read these 

jarticles you had heard of a trial with Mr. 
|"Tyrrell ?) L remember the circumstance of a 
| trial with Mr. Tyrrell and the Editor of THe 
| LANCET. 
| You have probably heard of some of the 
other transactions? You alluded to page 
599, where itis said, ** Cast in a Court of 
|Equity as literary robbers.” what did 
you refer that to? I cousidered it to re- 
fer to the proceedings that had taken 
| place in the Court of Chancery, on the ap- 
plication of Mr. Abernethy, to restrain the 
pubtication of his lectures. 

You considered that to refer to the pro- 
ceedings that had taken place in the Court 
of Chancery, on the application of Mr. 
Abernethy, to restrain the publication of his 

lectures? Yes. 

** Aud driven from the practice of a pro- 
|fession which they have disgraced.” Did 
‘you understand that to apply to him? | 
considered the whole to apply to him. | 
‘did not consider that they were just or well 
tfounded; I don’t think there were any 
_grounds for them; but | might uot know all 

that Dr. Johnson had alluded to. 

Tell me. Sir, why you considered that to 
lapply to him? Did you know any thing 
‘of this? No, | did not understand that Mr. 
| Wakley, to whom I believed all the obser- 

vations to apply generally, had been driven 
| from the protession, nor do I now believe in 
| point of fact that he has. 
| But | want to know, whether you believe 
| that to apply tohim? ‘The whole. 
| And you were not aware of any other per- 
}son to whom they could be intended to ap- 
ny? I never had the least doubt of their 

» ing applied te Mr. Wakley. 

Then, with the exception of that, you 
|have probably heard of the rest of these 
transactions; of the fire, for instance? I 
}heard of most of the transactions to which 
those paragraphs are applicable. I don’t 
consider that | heard of them ail. 

But, for instance, the fre; you heard of 
jthat? Yes, | heard he had brought an 
faction, and [ conceive the occasion of it 
| arose out of that fire. 

And that he had recovered? Yes. 

Now, for instance, as to this passage: “* We 
regard it indeed, as a piece of pest good 
fortune to escape the praise, and daily re- 
ceive the vituperation, of the outcasts ot me- 
dical society; now who did you suppose 
that to referto? I have stated that I con- 
sider it te refer all to Mr. Wakley. 

Now will you give me a reason, Mr. 
Lawrence, why you consider Mr. Wakley. 
the plaintiff. sxoken of «+ agssy wy F 
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been in the habit of censuring the Editor of 
this book? Had you any knowledge of cir- 
cumstances to induce you to suppose that he 
was the person so spoken of? I had been 
in the habit of reading THe Lancet, pub- 
lished by Mr. Wakley, and of seeing his re- 
marks. 

{ don’t ask vou what reason you had for 
it, hut you had been iv the habit of reading 
Tue Lancet? Yes I had. 

Were you assisted at all in determining 
who this applied to by reading THe Lancer? 
If} had not read it, I don't know that | 
should have known to whom it applied. 

Very well. Mr. Lawrence, how long is it 
since yon became acquainted with this ac 
tion ? Have you had any conversation with 
Mr. Wakley upon it? Respecting this ac- 
tion? Yes. 

Ou the matters of it? I think, having 
seen Mr. Wakley on other business, on one 
occasion he spoke of it i cidentally. 

Pray in the course of that conversation did 
you give him any such advice as this: thar 
he was a great fool for bringing the action, 
and that he had better take back his own 
sauce? No. 

Did you ever use that expression to any 
body? Never. 

Never? Never. 

Never to the bookseller, nor to any body 
else? No. 

Lord C. J. Best.—How can that be evi- 
dence ? 

Mr. Serjeant Wilde.—Do 
Mr. Wilson? Ido. 


Re-examined hy Mr. Denman. 


you know a 


Mr. Lawrence, you said you considered 
the whole to apply to Mr. Wakley generally, 
though some of it might not be applicable to 


him? Yes. 

Now as to that former part, with respect 
to the member of the committee; what do 
you mean by that?) Appointed on the Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Serjeant Vaughen: And did he not 
excuse himself ou the ground of public busi- 
ness ? 

L. C. J. Best. 

Mr. Serjeant Wilde: 
be so good as to ask Mr 
Mr. Wakley acted on the Committee ? 

I was not a member of the Committee, 
and therefore do not know whether he acted 
or not. 

Juror; My Lord, I wish to ask Mr. Law- 
rence if he did not conceive, that although 
he is aware he has not been expelled, yer 
that he believed Dr. Johnson wished to as- 
sociate him with persons of that description ? 

L. C. J. Best: You see that is the 
ing you will apply to it by and by. The in- 
quiry here is, ouly to ascertain whether it 
applies to him; what its import is, is for 
you to say by and bv, 

Mr. Mills proved that he printed a Number 
of Tne Lancet in March last ; the plain- 
tiff was the Editor of it. The Number was 


That's irregular. 
Will your Lordship 


putin, and the plaintiffs case closed, after | 


the plaintiff's Counsel had consented to re- 


Lawrence whether | 


mean- | 


45% 


ceive any evidence of libels against the de- 

fendant, although — had not been pleaded. 

Mr. Serjeant Vanghan then addressed the 

| Jury for the defendant. If he had only to 
|contend with the plaintiff's evidence, his 
task would indeed be light, but uvfortu- 

nately he had to meet what it was much 

more difficult to overcome, namely, the elo- 

}quence of his learned friend, whose woids 
he suspected were still ringiug in their ears, 

} and would operate even to the close of the 
| case to the injury of his client. His learned 
friend had told them, that solely because be 

had been the plaintiff's counsel on another 

| occasion, he had becn selected on this; but 
| they would be disposed to believe that it was 
| because, by his services then, he had con- 
|ferred such an obligation on the plaintiff, 
and had created such a debt of gratitude, as 

| the latter would always be proud to remeim- 
jber. In suck cases 2s these, defendauts had 
many difficulties to contend with. Mach of 

their time had been saved by the interiocu- 

tory discussion which had taken place con- 

| cerning the admission of evidence of libels 
} by the plaintiff against the defendant. Of 
}the offer which had been made in conse- 
quence of that discussion, he sheuid not 

}now avail himself. He call 
| witnesses, nor would he read any part of 
|} the publication, further than to elucidute 
| the nature of it, and to show that the detend- 
ant had been provoked, by a series of libels 
}ou himself, to write those articles which 
| were the subject of the present action, From 
j the way iu which the alleged libels had been 
read, the Jury might imagine they were all 

part of the same article, and had beeu writ- 
ten at the same time. No such thing. They 
| were insulated and detached, and the Re- 
view contained many and very important 

}and curious matters interspersed between 
them. The questions which the Jury liad to 

determine were, first, whether the defend- 

jaunt had published these articles; secondly, 
whether what he had published was inbel- 

}lous; and, thirdly, if so, whether it related 
to the plaintiff. When they were assured of 

| these three points, they would then determine 
}to what damages the plaintiff was entitled. 
| They must look at the character and situa- 
tion of the parties. The plaintiff was the 

} author of Tux Lancer, onl that fact he was 
| bound to prove, yet it was impossible not to 
| have observed the anxiety which was evineed 
} to avoid giving that evidence. He had Leen 
}26 years in courts of justice, and he had 
| never witnessed more reluctance. ‘The fact 
| Was, that by giving that publication in evi- 
dence, they would enable the jury to draw 
a just concinsion as to its nature and cha- 
racter, which no one could doubt was of 
the must offensive and obnoxious descrip- 
}tion. The glove had been thrown dowa, 
tbut the plaintiff's counsel had hesitated in 
{taking it up. ‘They would now say, whether 
lit deserved to be stigmatized as libellous or 
jnot. ‘They had waited some time for the 
| proof, a messenger had heen dispatched for 
jan old Nomber of Tue Lancer; though 


meant te no 


i fifty-two were published every year, he had 
i 
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taken care to bring but one, and yet, so im- correct. ‘The defendant was a wan of high 
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possible was it to select a Number of that | character, of great talent, and of rank in his 
work which did not contain a libel, that, on profession; his work was a scientific work, 
opening the Number given in evidence, he | and po ove had ever heard till this moment 
beheld a libel on the Chief Justice of this | of its pages having been employed in attack- 
Court. That Number contained an article | ing the character of any individual. The 
headed in the following manner, ** A ver-| attack, however, has been at last produced 
batim report of the trial of Tyrrell v. the | by the repeated abuse of the defendant by 
Editor of THe Lancet, for a libel, with | the plaintiff—abuse, which, though it could 
remarks on the one-sided charge of the Lord not legally justify. did at least morally ex- 
Chief Justice.” (A loud iaugh, in which his |cuse this libel. ‘The report of the meeting 
Lordship joined.) Here was a happy speci - | was admitted to be cerrect, and, therefore, 
meu of the plaintiff's taste for libel—he could | could not be libellous. ‘The allegation in 
not report one without committing avother. | the plaintiff's declaration, that the house 
‘There could be no doubt that the Numbercon- | had been casually burut, had not beeu made 
tained other libels ; but from the short time | out, aud the defendant had proved by the 


that had elapsed since it was put in, there had | plaintiff's own witnesses, that what he jad 
| stated as to the plaintiff's being accused of 


not been an opportunity of examining it. | uf , 
What he had already stated was, however, | #rson, was correct. ‘The statements in the 
sufficient to shew the nature of the vablica- | article, * ‘To all whom it may concern,” 
tion, ea pede Herculem—they might judge | were not meant to apply exclusively to the 
Hereules by his foot; and they would say| plaintiff, These publications were read by 
whether this Hercules had not put his best | the profession only, and those who saw the 
foot forward. ‘This was an instance of his | defendant’s pamphlet were previously ac- 
fondness for libel on private and on public | quainted with the plaintiff's. The libels, 
characters. Kr uno disce omnes might be | therefore, were balanced. ‘The wituesses 
applied to all the numbers of THe Lancet; | believed the statements applied to the piain- 
if any one of them was seen, it would be | tiff, because they were true; and because 
found to be libellous, and the character of | he had beea guilty of the things there men- 
the whole work might justly be estimated by | tioned, he claimed the protection of a Court, 
a single Number. Yet the author of so many | though these circumstauces proved him ut- 
libels could venture into Court to-day as the terly undeserving of it. ‘The defendant had 
laintiff in three actions of Ebel to be tried . not pleaded a justification, because he could 
— the Judge whom he had libeiled. not prove more than the plaiutiff had done. 
'The name of salamander was said to apply 

Mr. F. Kelly: All the three actiens are. % the plaintiff, and to be an allusion to the 
net en this libel. fire at his house. It might be so; but it did 
‘not mean that he had caused the fire, for 

Mr. Serjeant Vaughan, in continuation, that imputation the defendant distinctly dis- 
said he knew that all three were not, but'Claimed. A salamander was an animal liv- 
there were two actions upon the same arti- ig in the fire, and, by living there, extin- 
cles. (A laugh. guished it. So it was with the plait, 
; who, though he was in it all night, had come 

The Chief Justice: The attack which se | unsinged in the morving. He was en- 
plaintiff has made on me must be considered | compassed with five and smoke, and nove 
to be wiped away by the ccmplimeut he has | but a salamander could have been safe ix 
paid me iu bringing the aciions im this| such a situation. Under such circumstances, 
Court. was the defendant to be blamed for saying, 
. ** Good God! there is a salamander” 4 

Mr. Serjeant Vaughn was well aware| laugh)? ‘The plaintiff, it appeared, was a 
that his Lordship wonid permit such a libel-| friend of Radical Reform, in the College; 
ler to say what he pleased, and would not | his motto seemed to have been “ inmedica- 
deem it necessary to clear his character by | bile eulaus ense recidendum ne purs sincera 
bringing three actions against the libeller; | trahutur.” Of sucha system, he (Serjeant 
tor if he felt any such necessity, he would} Vaughan) was no friend. Something, it 
quit the seat he now occupied, rather than appear d, had been said of wild beasts a 
condescend to such @ course. Sey, Exeter Change; now, his advice wax, that 
showever, if the seat of justice was not held|as the sale of Tae Lancet might be now 
sacred by a writer, he would ask, what must} getting low, the plaiutiff should get the 
be the temper and character of a man who | owner to graut him the cell of the late ele- 
could violate its dignity by gross libels upon | phaut, and to exhibit him as a salamander, 
it, and theu come betore it to claim its pro-;and he would make his fortane. Nubody 
tection? ‘They would not give countenance | could grudge a shilling to see such an ani- 
to auch a person. ‘The very title of the pub-| mal. Like a salamander, he had lived in 
lication spoke its character. The lancet was | the fire, and like a firebrand he had been 
used for the purpose of physical venesec-| plucked from it, and the two names given 














tion, but ‘THe Lancer of the plaintiff was|him by the defendant were fully justified. 
employed amg | for the phlebotomy of cha-|He concluded by contending that this was 

ster earued friend had called the | only a case fot nominal damages, especially 
-plaintiff’s publication a rival to the defen- | after the provocation the defendant had re- 


racter His 


daut’s Review. ‘The description was a 
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The Lord Chief Justice commented on 
the alleged libel. He had no doubt in the 
world that the matter was libellous. The 
learned Serjeant for the deience had said a 
Namber of Tue Lancer which had been 
poodeced, contaiued a libel on his own (the 
Judge's) character, in having accused him of 
having summed upall on one side, upon the 
trial of ‘Tyrvell’s action, but of that he 
would take no further notice than to say, he 
hoped it gave Mr. Wakley no more pain in 
writing, than it gave the Court io reading 
it. Certain he was, that every judge was liable 
to harsh observations from some party in 
every cause that was tried, because no judge 
can please both parties in a cause, inasmuch 
as he had always to sum up against either 
the plaintiff or defendant. With respect 
to damages in the present case, that 
was a question peculiarly for the consi- 
deration of the jury themselves, upon which 
the Judge could give them but little instruc- 
tion. The jury would have to take into con- 
sideration the situation of the parties, and 
the nature and tendency of the libel. His 
Lordship had endeavoured in the course of 
the trial to keep out of view all matters that 
ought not to have been introduced ; but cer- 
tainly it did appear that the defendant had 
been provoked to write the libel, by several 
things that ad been said of him, aud which 
undoubtedly would have to mitigate the 
amount of damages considerably. The jury 
would take iuto cousideratiou the whole of 
the case; if they considered the matter com- 
plained of was a libel, they would give their 
verdict for the plaintiff, and such temperate 
damages as they might think satisfactory. 


The jury consulted together for about two 


minutes, and returned a verdict fur the 
Plaiati®—Damuages 1001. and Costs. 


Wak.ey v. HaybDen. 


The Court wished to know what was to 
be done with this case that stood next. 
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revent the jury’s being troubled with it. 
Many of this jury, no doubt, had been in 
Court during the first trial, aud from what 
had passed they would be ready to give cre- 
dit to the plaiutiff for the motives that iv- 
duced him to bring forward these actions. 
This was also an action fora libel; and no 
man could live in society, if individuals were 
| to be allowed to bring forward every month 
or week, those heavy and malicious charges, 
totally without foundation, as the verdict of 
a jury this day had declared. The defendant 
had been guilty of the libel under no excus 
able circumstances, but she was au unfor- 
tunate person, placed in circumstances that 
altogether prevented the plaintiff having the 
slightest feeling to press for any sort of da- 
mages against her. She was the widow of a 
person, who, before his decease, had been 
employed in necessary purposes about au 
hospital in London, ot which the least said, 
except in hospitals, the better. She thought 
she had a claim on certain persous, aud she 
went to the plaintiff to state her case to him ; 
he endeavoured to serve her, but she con- 
ceived that she was entitled to a great deal 
|more, aud becoming dissatisfied with Mr. 

W.’s exertions on her behalf, she propagated 
libel that would be read. 





| The Court here interposed, wishing to 
‘know, after what had been stated, whether 
| this case could not be ended without going 
| to the jury, 


Mr. Denman said he was willing to let it 
be determined upon the least concession on 
the defendant’s part, ona bare acknowledge- 
ment that she had done wrong, and a sim- 
ple promise that it should not be repeatea, 


| 
The Cyurt considered this exiremely 
| tar. 


Mr. /il/ was counsel for the defendant, 
aud felt that this statement from the piain- 
| tiff’s counsel was so extremely handsome, 


| that he could not but take upon himself ail 
| risk of saving, it should not be repeated. 


Mr, Denman said it was an action brought | He would ouly add, that he had looked as 


by the same plaintiff, for the same libel, 
against the printer. When the action against 


ohnson was commenced, the plaintiff was | 
not sure of getting to the author of the libel, | 


aud therefore he thought he would make 
sure work by having two strings to his bow ; 


hut he had no wish whatever to press for | 


damages against the printer, and therefore | 


he was content to take a verdict for nominal | 


| 
| 


damages, upou the payment of all costs as 
hetween atlorney and client. This was 
agreed to by the Connsel on the other side, 
nd a verdict entered accordingly. 


WaAKLEY o. MiLiarp. 


Mr. Denman stated that he was unwilling | 
to have opeved this case, but that there ap- 
peared no disposition on the other side ” 


the case in every possible view, and that he 
could see no defence that could be made on 
the part of this defendant. 


The Court thought Mr. Hill acted with his 
usual discretion, and ordered a juror to be 
withdrawn. 


[We shall say a few words on the subject 
of these trials in our next Number.) 





STRICTURE—CIRSOCELE. 


| state that, as Mr. Key aptly observed, 
** the limb appears to be a mass of aneu- 
HOSPITAL REPORTS. rismal varices ;" and the disease is not 
merely in the large veins, but on grasping 
oor any portion of the integuments we find 
GUY’S HOSPITAL. it has a spongy, and at the same time 
knotted feel. 
From the patient’s statement, it wonld 
The dearth of interesting cases amoagst | appear that this preternatural weakness 
the patients admitted of late into the|in the coats of the veins is congenital, 
Borough Hospitals, has been a common) for he says, that from birth the diseased 
matter of observation. We find the wards | limb has been always much larger than 
of each hospital, at this time, almost occu-| the opposite. The ulcers have healed 
pied with cases of stricture and alcers of| since he came into the Hospital, and Mr. 
the leg. One of the surgeons was in-| Key does not expect to afford him any 
duced to exclaim, a few days since, “ the | further relief. He remains in the Hos- 
monotony of this is beyond endurance.” | pital for the present, in order, we believe, 
that Sir Astley Cooper's opinion may be 
Mr. Key admitted the following cases | bad on the case. 


into the Hospital on Thursday, June 7 :— 
Case of Cirsocele. 





Disease of the Biadder, with Stricture. 
As it were an accompaniment to the 


_ wo ys 23, has — - difficulty | former, we have in this case an instance 
$s 2. § ws . . . P 
soul estes Sos abe ingest one|Sf ds omeasees So seeteee 
sion to empty his bladder, and the urine \ : : ‘ 
is thick. Sounds have been passed since ae of a ene 
his admission, and it is ascertained that | eee years since, whilst is ties an af 
= ee oe in the membranous por- | mounting a horse, it sprang forward, and 
“The Secmment thtiente emploved has =a a an > moggg hrong or po a 
consisted in the occasional introduction | was very much bruised, and at the time 
of instruments and the use of purgative | of the accident he felt most excrnciating, 
medicines. pain, and the parts swelled much after 
| the injury, but this subsided in the course 
Stricture of the Urethra, following the use| of a tortnight. 
of astringent injections. The patient remarked, that from this 
M. D., etat 33, had gonorrhea about | time the testicle felt soft, appeared to 
four months ago; before the scalding of diminish, and was occasionally painful. 
urine had ceased, he was advised to use| It has not, however, been productive of 
an injection of sulphate of copper. He | much inconvenience until within the last 
states, that shortly after the use of this | Six months, since which time it has swelied 
injection, which occasioned him much | 40d become painful, when any exertion 
pain, he found a difficulty in passing his | “4% made either by exercise in his accus- 
urine, and this has gone on increasing. | tomed employment or by walking. There 
He passes water in an interrupted stream 'S a0 irregular knotty swelling at the 
and has a gleety discharge. upper and back part of the testicle, not 
. extending far np the cord. It conveys to 


Mr. Key prescribed for him— . . 
Balsam of copaiba, 10 minims ; the hand the sensation of an assemblage 


Solution of potash, 15 minims; 

to be taken three times a day. % fy Powe Ee eres 

Sounds have been passed several times, * It has been remarked, that this dis- 
and be is much relieved. ease is more frequent in the left sperma- 
tic cord than in the right. A cause for 
this has been assigned by the left sperma- 
tic vein terminating nearly at a_ right 

A poor boy, 18 years of age, servant | angle, in the left venal or emnulgent vein, 
to a farmer, was admitted into the Hos- | and hence the weight of the whole colamn 
pital on account of superticial ulceration |of blood presses on the vessels; whilst 
of the leg. On examining the limb, it | the right spermatic vein, by terminating 
was found to be about twice the size of | directly in the inferior cava, is not sub- 
the opposite limb, and the integuments | ject to the same pressare.—Vide Mor- 
of a brownish colour; in fact, all the! gagni, Epist.43, Art. 34. De sedibus & 
veins of the limb are in such @ varicose : causis morborum, 


Varicose Veins of the Leg. 





GANG 


of a bundle of cords, with knots tied 
therein. The testicle is wasted and soft 
in structure; the patient complains of 
much pain in the gland, and also of a dull 
pain in the loins; it dilates somewhat 
upon coughing, although not so much as 
in some ins.ances we have seen, in which 
the disease extended higher up the vein ; 
the swelling is increased in the erect pos- 
ture of the body. 

rhe patient has experienced so much 
pain that he anxiously begs to have the 
testicle removed, and as its secerning 
powers are in all probability destroyed, 
it would be an effectual way o/ getting 
rid of the disease. 

Mr. Key, however, informed the pupils, 
on a recent visit to this case, that he 
had mentioned the particulars to Sir A. 
Cooper, who recommended him to tye 
the spermatic vein. When we consider 
in what severe terms Sir A. has depre 
cated the practice of tying veins in the 
leg, (and the analogy holds good,) we 
cannot suppose him serious in recommend. 
ing its adoption in the present case. 
danger arising from inflammation of the 
internal coat of veins, after applying a 
ligature, has been amply demonstrated at 
Guy's Hospital, and the practice is by 
common consent abolished. In the name 
of common sense, why then adopt a prac- 
tice nniversally acknowledged to be dan- 
gerous, for the sake of saving an organ 
atready useless ? 


The following lotion had been applied : 


Muriate of Ammonia, two drachms ; 
Solution of Acetate of ammonia, 8 ounces ; 


Spirit of wine, four ounces. Mix. 

We shall have a watchful eye over the 
sequal of this case, and carefully note 
any experunents. 


Case of Gangrena Senilis. 


J. Deverenx, etat 74, healthy in ap- 
pearance and not much enervated, con- 
sidering his age, was admitted on ac- 
count of a gangrenous state of the left 
index finger. 

The patient states, that about a month 
ago, during the night-time, he felt a 
stinging pain in the affected finger; he 
says it was similiar to the prick of a pin. 
About a week after this, a black spot 
appeared in the integuments on the in- 
side of the finger at the bend of the last 
joint. The gangrene very gradually ex- 
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the last joint, was in a state of complete 
gangrene ; the parts were of a brownist. 
colour, and there was a small line of 
separation between the dead and living 
parts. Since the patient has been fm the 
Hospital, a small dark spot has made its 
appearance in the integuments, on the 
inside of the second finger; it has the 
appearance of ecchymosis, and unlike the 
commencement of gangrene in the fore- 
finger, was not ushered in with pain. 
The progress of the disease in the fore- 
finger has been very slow; the line of 
demarcation is, however, much increased, 
and the end of the finger feels loosened ; 
poultices have been applied to the part, 
but there is very little discharge. To 
the dark spot on the second finger, Mr. 
Key has directed the application of the 
|turpentine liniment, with the use of fric- 
|tien. The circulation is not particularly 
enfeebled in any part of the body; the 
pulse at the wrist is moderately firm, and 
there is nothing unusual to be detected 





The | 


in feeling the radial artery. Mr. Key is, 
however, of opinion, that the gangrene 
jarises from ossification of the arteries ; 
for although there is no direct evidence 
of an ossified condition of the vessels in 
| this « case, yet it is an inference that may 
jbe fairly drawn, inasmuch as dissection 
|has invariably proved this state of ves- 
|sels to be attendant on that species of 
gangrene occurring in old people. 


In addition to the five preceding male 
j}eases, Mr. Key admitted a case of Stric- 
ture in the Urethra— Disease of the Knee- 
joint —Abscess in the Nates and Uleerated 
Throat: none of these cases offer any 
feature worthy of remark. A case of 
Jritis, and one of Lumbar Abscess, we 
shall give on a future occasion. 


The female cases admitted were,—Sup- 
poration of the Bursa below the Patella— 
Erythematous Inflammation of the Throat 
— Superficial Uleeration ef the Leg, (suc- 
cessfully treated by the application of the 
lotio-flava)—and Extensive exfoliation of 
the Frontal Bone. 


Operation of Lithotomy. 


Mr. Key performed this operation on 
Tuesday, June 20th; the patient a boy 
about four years old, and the calculus very 
small. There was the same dexterity and 
confidence shown that we have so often 
had occasion to admire in Mr. Key's ope- 
rations 





tended downwards from this point, until 
it ultimately involved the whole end of; 
the finger. At the time of admission the | 


end of the finger, to some distance above | 





PNEUMONIA. 


8ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


We have long been in the habit of ar- 
ranging surgical and medical practice 
under three heads, good, negative, and 
bad. The advantages resulting to pupils, 
and indeed to the profession at large, from 
observing and comparing these three 
kinds of practice, are infinitely great. 
And hence perhaps the wisdom evinced 
in the selection of medical officers to some 
of our public institutions. It might be a 


point seriously worthy of consideration, | 


whether it would not be proper in all cases 
where there are three surgeons or three 
physicians to an institution, that one of 
each sort should be appointed. The be- 
nefits to be derived from observing nega- 
tive practice are chiefly these, that we 
have an opportunity of observing the 
uncontrolled course of disease, more es- 


pecially of the acute kind, the disorder| 


not being checked or altered in its pro- 
gress by the interference of the practiones 
Tike post-mortem examinations of these 


cases too, afford ‘* good specimens ot | 


disease.” 


Bad practice illustrates many curious | 


and interesting pathological facts, i. e. it 
shows that fractured bones will unite, 
although the ends be very far separated 
from each other—that a strait bone may 
be made to forma segment of a circle ; 
(notes of interrogation we call them.) 


The treatment adopted in the following 
case when first admitted, we should clas 
under the second head “ negative prac- 
tice,” or it might be stlyed : 


Sub-acute treatment in acute Pneumonia. 
i 


G. F., a young man of spare habit, was 
brought to the Hospital in a hackney- 
coach, late on Wednesday afternoon. As 
we chanced to be passing at the time, we 


went in and examined the patient. We) 


found him labouring under a most acute 
attack of pneumonia on the right side ; 
he had a very rapid and vibrating pulse, 
his respiration was frequent, short, and 
very anxious; there wasa livid flush on the 
cheeks, heat of skin, and tongue farred. 
He felt a most acute pain between the 
sixth and seventh rib, on inspiration. 

He stated that he had been very ill four 
days, that he caught cold from the cir- 
camstance of getting wet a few nights 
previously. He was soon after attacked 
with rigors, which were succeeded by 
fever and pain in the side on inspiration. 
He was bled to the amount of sixteen 
onnces on Monday, and on the following 


| day (Tnesday,) thirty-six ounces of blood 
were abstracted. 

| Notwithstanding these free depletions, 
| it appeared to us that the state of the pulse 
the acate pain on inspiration, and other 
| symptoms, sufficiently indicated the ne- 
cessity of further abstraction of blood, 
and that too promptly. 

Not so, thought that “ pink of apothe- 
caries” Master Richard Whitfield ; 4e di- 
| rected twelve leeches to the side, and @ mix- 
ture, with small doses of sulphate of 
|magnesia and antimonial wine ! !/ 
| On the following morning (Thursday) 
|we found the patient, (as might be ex- 
pected) not at all relieved. The pulse 
|was 140 and jerking, the countenance 
| anxious, the pain on inspiration very acute, 
| and the respiration hurried and difficult. 
| We waited the arrival of Dr. Elliotson, 
under whose care the patient was now 
placed. In addition to the symptoms enu- 
|merated above, there was a dull fleshy 
sound on striking that part of the chest 
at which the patient complained of pain. 
And on applying the stethoscope over 
this part, there was scarcely any respira- 
‘tory murmur to be heard. Dr. E. also 
pointed out a curious pathological fact, 
jviz. that the right lower trae ribs, and 


| 


|upper false ribs were motionless during 
the act of respiration. 

Dr. Elliotson directed a vein to be im- 
mediately opened in each arm, and al- 
lowed the blood to flow freely until the 
pain on inspiration was relieved. Upwards 
of twenty ounces of blood were abstract- 
ed, when the patient expressed himself 
much relieved. 

A large blister to be applied to the side ; 
ten grains of calomel to be given imme- 
diately, and repeated every two hours. 
Two grains of opium, to be taken at bed 
! time. 

Friday. The good effects of the vigo- 
jrous treatment employed yesterday are 
|very obvious. The breathing is much re- 
| lieved, there is no pain on inspiration ; on 
applying the stethoscope over the part 
there is a slight respiratory murmar to be 
heard, but the dull sound is still given on 
percussion. The pulse is 120, and mach 
sotter; the bowels have been freely eva- 
enated, having had nine stools. He has 
taken four scruples of calomel, but the 
mouth is not at all affected. Dr. Eliiot- 
son’s directions with respect to the exhi- 
bition of the calomel yesterday, were 
misunderstood by the nurse ; he requested 
that it should be discontinued as soon as 
it acted on the bowels. Instead of this 
being done, the nurse continued to give 
the calomel until the Doctor's visit to-day. 
The blood abstracted yesterday was 
buffed and cupped 
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PHIMOSIS. 4gt 


From this period the patient gradually of June, under the care of Mr. Travers, 
became convalescent, and went on well. on account of phimosis, with incipient 
He only complained of a tickling congh, gangrene of the integuments of the penis. 
for which some extract of poppy was| He gave the following account of his 
prescribed, and in a short time he left the disease: about six months ago he per- 
Hospital quite well. | ceived several small sores on the prepuce, 

—_—— for which he took largely of mercury, 
under the advice of that notorions empiric 
‘ ; " ; | Dr. Lamert. Ttappears from his descrip- 

The patient in this case is a man of! tion, that the sores were of an herpetic 
spare habit and light complexion, about kind, and in a great measure attributable 
$0 years of age, an ostler by employment. to want of cleanliness, in suffering the 
The amaurosis is nearly complete ; he has | natural secretion of the parts to accumu- 
Jost the vision of the lett eye fifteen Jate The sores made their appearance 
months, and states that he found himself) several times, and then healed, the pa- 
deprived of it suddenly. The vision of tient frequently having recourse to mer- 
the right eye has been affected about four) sury. About « week before his admission 
months, and it became gradually lost.) into the Hospital, he was leading a very 
There is very slight motion of the ivides  jrreguiar life, and having at this time two 
and the pupil of each eye is very large ; | small sores on the prepuce, he neglected 
the cornea of the right eye has one rlto attend to the parts ; this, conjoined 
two nebulous spots on it. The man is with his mode of living, occasioned an in- 
in tolerably good health, he complains of flammatory swelling of the parts, which 
oceasional pain in his head, and states! jed to phimosis. Still he pursued his in- 
that when falling asleep he has flashes of temperate course ; great swelling and in- 
fire appear before the righteye. When fammation in consequence came on: and 
admitted he could distinguish the window | indeed to such an extent did the swelling 
frames with the sight eye, but cannot) proceed, that he states, five days before 
now (June 12th) do more than hardly | he came into the Hospital, the penis 
discern the light. | Mr. Tyrrell directed 4| measured full eight inches round. 
seton to be pat in the neck which dis-| He applied ten leeches to the penis, and 
charges freely, and 10 grains of quick-| used fomentations of chamomile and pop- 
silver with chalk, to be taken twice a day. py, with bread poultices. The swelling 

abated two days before admission, and a 


Case of Amaurosis. 


Mr. Tyrrell only admitted two female | 
patients, one with ulceration of the soft 
palate, and the other with an ulcer on the 
leg. 

* the first case, there is destruction of 
the uvala, with a portion of the soft pa- 
late, The septum narum has exfoliated, 
and there is unhealthy ulceration of the 
upper lip. The disease is of twelvemonths 
sianding ; the patient a woman of about 
30 years of age, says she had venereal 
sores about six years ago, for which she 
took mercury, but positively asserts that 
she has had no venereal affection since 
that period. Mr. Tyrrell has directed the 
following medicines : 

Orymuriate of mercury, 1-16th of agrain; 

Decoction of sarsaparilia, 2 ounces, three 

times a-day. 


Half a grain of opium to be taken night 
-vd morning, and a gargle of the oxy 
muriate of mercury to be frequently used. 
The patient with ulcer of the leg was 
dismissed a few days after admission. 


Case of Phimosis, with Sloughing of the 
Prepuce. 


J. Brown, zxtat. 28, of spare habit, 
was admitted into Lazarus Ward, on Ist 


small black spot appeared on the upper 
jand back part of the penis. The active 
|inflammation which had before prevailed 
jhaving thus terminated in gangrene, the 
| slongh extended, and at the time when he 
came into the Hospital, a portion had se- 
parated, leaving a foul irregular elcer of 
considerable size. 

The pulse was quick and small, what is 
genérally designated as an irritable pulse; 
the tongue furred, but moist; the patient 
restless, and complaining of want of sleep. 

June l. Mr. Travers directed the ca- 
taplasma cerevisiae (prepared by stirring 
linseed meal in strong beer grounds,) to 
be applied to the part. The bowels to be 
opened by a dose of house medicine. 


Opium, 1 grain, to be taken three times 
a-day. 


3. There is a further destruction of 
parts since our last report, although the 
surface of the sore has become cleaner. 
The upper half of the prepuce, as far back 
as the neck of the glans, is quite goue, 
and there is also ulceration of the glans 
penis. The urine passes by an irregular 
ulcerated opening. The pulse continues 
quick, and tongue furred ; bowels open, 
and he now obtains some rest. Continue 
the poaltices, and apply the dilute nitrous 








442 CONTUSION OF THE ARM. 
avid lotion to the parts by means of lint. | When admitted, there was a diffused dark. 


The opiate pilis to be taken as before, and | coloured inflammation extending a con- 
six onnces of port wine daily. | 


siderable distance above and below the 


5. The parts have assumed a more|elbow joint. On examining the parts, 


healthy appearance. It is difficult to dis- 


Mr. Travers remarked, they had some- 


cover at what part of the glans the oritice | what of a sense of fluctuation, but by no 
of the urethra is situated, from the irre- | means well dcfined. He directed a free 


gularity of the ulceration. The febrile | 
excitement has in a great measure oub- | 
sided, and Mr. Travers to-day directed | 
the patient to have mutton chops for his 
dinner. Continue the wine and pills, and | 
the use of poultices, with the acid lotion. | 

8. The surface of the sore clean, and 
filled with healthy granulations. The pa- 
tient’s health in all respects much im-| 
proved. Mr. Travers to-day remarked 
on the favourable course which this case | 
had taken, the rapidity with which the 
sloughs were thrown off, and the parts 
assumed a disposition to heal. | 

12. The discharge from the sore healthy, | 
and in some parts cicatrization has com- | 
menced. The lower half of the prepuce | 
remains entire, and it was intimated to 
the patient, that from its inconvenience it 
would be better to remove it, and thus com- 
plete the operation of circumcision, «hich 
mature had only half efiected. The poor 
man, however, is not willing to have the 
part removed. 


| 


Extract of sarsaparilla, 3 drachms ; 
Decoction of ditto, 1 pint; 


a third part of the mixture to be taken 


three times a-day. The opiate pill to be 
taken twice a-day, and the local applica- 
tions to be continued. 

16. The parts have nearly healed; the 
patient’s health and spirits good, and he | 
talks of leaving the Hospital in the course 
of a short time. The irregular opening 
for the passage of the urine at the back 
of the glans continues; no attempt has 
been made with a buugie to discover the 
natural opening. 





Inflammation and Suppuration of the Cel- | 
lular Tissue of the Arm subsequent to 
contusion. 


A. Spencer, wtat. 46, a stable-keeper, and 
aman of intemperate habits, was admit- | 
ted into George's Ward on the Ist of 
June, under the care of Mr. Travers. 

He states, that about five days betore 
admission, being in a state of intoxica- 
tion, he fell down on the pavement, and | 
struck his elbow with great violence 
against the stones. At the same time a 
small wound was inflicted near the elbow, 
and he says that it bled considerably. 

The parts about the elbow swelled very 


incisien to be made through the integu- 


ments below the elbow, and afterwards 
poultices to be applied. A very small 
quantity of pus, mixed with blood, fol. 
lowed the incision. It is particularly 
worthy of remark, that at this time there 
was no constitutional disturbance. 

3. The wound discharges freely, and 
if pressure is made on the surrounding in- 
teguments, the flow of matter is increased. 
The dark-coloured inflammation extends 
completely along the upper arm, and to 
a considerable distance down the fore- 
arm. The patient is still free from any 
constitutional derangement. Mr. Travers 
directed the ponttices to be continued over 
the elbow, and cloths made wet witha 
lotion of super-acetate of lead to be ap- 
plied to the parts above and below. 

5. Mr. Travers was surprised on visit- 
ing the patient to-day, to learn from the 
nurse that he had been occasionally de- 
lirions since Saturday night, when he was 
seen hy the apothecary, who directed an 
effervescing dranght, with a few drops of 
landanum to be taken every four hours. 

The pulse this morning is slow, soft, 
and feeble, the countenance sunk, the 
surface of the body cool, and questions 
are answered in an indistinct manner, 
The tongue is moist and furred in the 
centre, clean and red at the tip and 
edges. The appearance of the parts af- 
fected is much the same; a probe readily 
passes to a great extent in every direc- 
tion from the wound under the intega- 
ments. Matter of a healthy character is 
trequently discharged from the wound, 
and on the sides are seen yellow sloughs 
of dead cellular membrane. On pressing 
the integuments, we find they have lost 
their natural elasticity, and have a soft 
doughy feel, arising from disease of the 
cellular membrane beneath. The follow- 
ing medicines were prescribed : 

Carbonate of ammonia, 5 grams ; 

Decoction of bark, 1 ounce and a half ; 

Tincture of bark, 2 drachms ; 

Laudanum, 5 drops ; 
to be taken every six hours. 


6. Much the same ; the pulse has some 
what improved in strength, but the deli 
rium continues. 

7. Mach better today; he has passed 
a comfortable night, and has been free 


much shortly after the accident, and it trom delirium since yester-evening. The 
soon became inflamed and very painful. countenance is less sunk, there is more 
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STRUMOUS OPHTHALMIA. 


heat of body, and the circulation is more 
vigorous. Mr. Travers observed, with re- 
spect to the delirium, it had, as was usual 
in these cases of constitutional irritation, a 
mild character. The patient got out of 
bed, talked incoherently, and walked 
about in an agitated manner, but still 
these actions were free from violence, 
and he yielded instantly to the request of 
his attendants on all occasions. Mr. T.| 
said, that in many instances this symp- 
tom of delirium had been treated by 
depletion, but depending as it does ona 
state of debility, the symptoms were of 
course aggravated by a depletory plan of 
treatment. A free incision was made 
through the integuments above the elbow, 
in order to admit of a more ready dis- 
charge of matter. The former wound! 
discharges copiously pus of a healthy cha- ; 
racter. A pint of porter was ordered to, 
be taken daily, af to continue the bark | 
and ammonia with the local applications. 
9. Pulse moderate; tongue furred, 
but moist ; countenance cheerful; bowels 
open, with castor oil. The wounds con- 
tinue to discharge freely, and the integu- | 
ments around are resuming their natural 
appearance, and have a more healthy feel. 
Poultices are applied, and the medicines | 
are continued, 
12. Still going on well. He is free 
from any constitutional disturbance, and 
the wounds have a disposition to granu- | 
late. | 
It wonld be unnecessary and tedious to: 





| 
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marcation between the gland and epidy- 
dimis, cannot be distinguished ; the cord 
is not thickened. Under the following 
treatment, the swelling has been much 
reduced, and the part is fast resuming 
its healthy feel. ; 

Jane 3. Twelve leeches, and after their 
application, poultices to be put on for a 
day or two, then the following lotion to 
be used: 


Solution of acetate of ammon. 5 ounces ; 
Spirit of wine, 1 ounce. Mix. 


Five grains of Plummer's pill to be taken 

night and morning, and a cupfuil of de- 

coction of sarsaparilla three times a-day! ! 
7. Repeat the leeches. 


Abscess over the Patella, 


This occurs in a middle aged man; the 
integuments over the patella inflamed 
spontaneously, and matter formed. It is 
of course superficial, and not connected 
with the joint. 


Scrofulous Ulceration at the Ancle Joint, 


The patient in this case has an un- 
healthy appearance ; the ulceration is 
superficial, but has the peculiar charac- 
teristics of a scrotulons sore. 
and poultices are applied. 


Black wash 


Fistulous Sore near the Anus. 
The patient, a young man, had an ab- 


give a daily detail of the progress of the | scess formed at this part, after riding a 
wounds. It will be sufficient to remark, | !ong journey on horseback. There were 
that from the date of our last report to | two fistulous openings, which took their 
the present period (June 17,) the patient | Course towards the os coccygis, and were 
bas in every respect done well; the | apparently unconnected with the gat. The 
wounds are filled with healthy granula- sinuses have been dilated, and the case is 
tions, the surrounding inieguments be- | doing well. 

coming united to the parts beneath, have | 
regained their healthy and natural feel. , 
The poultices are continued, and dry lint 
placed over the sores. The patient will | 
soon be able to leave the Hospital. 


Case of Strumous Ophthalmia. 


T. H., wtat. 19, of a strumous habit, 
has been subject to attacks of inflamma- 
tion in the eye for several years. When 
admitted, he stated that his right eye had 


In addition to the three foregoing, Mr. 
Travers admitted the following on Thurs- 
day, June Ist, of which we shall, accord- 
ing to our usual plan, present a brief , 


been inflamed for six weeks, but within a 
week preceding his admission, had be- 
come much worse. 

On attempting to raise the lid for the 


notice. ipenpese examining the eye, the intole- 
; | rance of light was so excessive, that he 
Enlargement of a Testicle. ‘could a a moment bear the im- 
B. H., wtat. 40, a labouring man, has; pression. There appeared to be in- 
perceived the right testicle to be enlarged | creased vascularity ot the eye, but this 
about six weeks. He is not conscious of | vascularity was partial. A number of 
having received any injury to the part,| vessels were seen running towards the 
and says that he has not had clap re-| cornea, and extending over its margin. 
cently. The testicle is enlarged to about | The cornea itself appeared to be altered 
twice its nataral size ; it is very firm, and | in texture, and opaque; there was aco 
not tender on pressure. The line of de- pious discharge of hot scalding tears, and 
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shooting pains about the temple and fore- 
head ; vision was much obscured. The 
patient had been capped; leeches and 
blisters applied before his admission. 

Mr. Travers directed a large blister 'o 
be applied at the back of the neck ; a de- 
coction of poppies to be applied mode 
rately warm to the eyes, and the follow- 
ing pill to be taken every six hours : 


Tartar emetic, quarter of a grain ; 
Calomel, one gruin and a hilf. Mix. 


From this plan of treatment, the patient 
derived the most decided benetit. In the 
course of a few days, the intolerance of 
light was much lessened, and the cornea 
appeared less opaque. The blister af- 
forded great relief, for it was observed, 
that on its discharging freely, the photo- 
phobia was diminished. 

On visiting the patient, June 14, (a fort- 
night after admission) we find the cornea 
still opaque, having, as it were, a milky 
appearance over its whole extent, and red 
vessels passing over it. He has continned 
to take the pills regularly every six hours ; 
the gums are now sore, and he complains 
of griping pains in the bowels. He was 
directed to take the pills three times 
a-day. 





Three other male patients were ad- 
mitted—Uicer of the leg; ulcer of the 
knee, and fistulous sores in perineo ; but 
they do not require any further notice. 

A case in which Mr. Travers performed 
an operation for artiticial pupil on Satur- 
day, June 17th, we shall reserve until 
the result of the operation be ascertained. 

The female cases admitted by Mr. Tra- 
vers, were few in number, and of an unin- 
teresting nature; they were—Small en- 
cysted tumours on the face; abscess under 
the chin; impetiginous eruption, and dis- 
ease of the ancle joint. 





Case of Severe Burn. 


Amongst the accidents admitted during 
Mr. Travers’ week, was a case of burn, 
which we mention for the purpose of no- 
ticing the scientific treatment adopted in 
the commencement. 

The patient, a stout middle-aged man, 
came into the Hospital on Saturday after- 
noon, June 3rd. It appeared that he had 
a bottle of turpentine in his coat pocket, 
which was broken, and as he chanced to 
stand near a fire, the flames canght his 
coat already impregnated with an inflam- 
mable material. Betore he could throw 
off his coat, he was severely burned, and 


ABSCESS IN THE LIVER. 





thigh were found to have suffered. The 
parts had a brown appearance, the cutis 
being, in fact, quite destroyed. The 
dresser in attendance, Mr. Niass, ordered 
equal parts of linseed oil and lime water to 
be applied over this dead surface. 

This efficient application was continued 
for several days, until the patient was 
seen by Mr. Travers, who directed the 
application of spermaceti ointment, soft- 
ened down with oil of turpentine, and 
spread on lint. The good effects result- 
ing from the use of this stimulating oint- 
ment, were soon apparent in the separa- 
tion of the sloughs, and the commence- 
ment of a copious healthy discharge. On 
the 14th (eleven days after the accident,) 
the surface of the sore was nearly covered 
with granulations, and Mr. Travers di- 
rected the following ointment : 


Ointment of yellow resin, | ounce ; 
Calamine cerate, 3 ounces. Mix. 


The patient was allowed a pint of porter 
daily, and a bark mixture was prescribed. 

17. The surface is entirely covered 
with granulations, but they have the usual 
characteristics of granulations from barns. 
They are exceedingly irritable, and the 
difficulty of getting these sores to cica. 
trize is very great. 

Mr. Travers, in his Hospital practice, 
does not employ any single remedy as an 
application to burns in the first instance, 
but is regulated by the state or conditior 
of the parts, which of course depends on 
the severity of the injury. If it be a case of 
simple burn or scald, in which the cuticle 
is uninjured, he applies an evaporating 
wash. In cases where the cuticle is torn 
off, he applies a lini t composed of 
| equal parts of lime water and milk, pre- 
ferring milk to linseed oil. Lastly, where 
the parts are destroyed, Mr. Travers 
uses the turpentine. With respect to 
his constitutional treatment of extensive 
burns, he is of course regulated by cir- 
cumstances, but for the most part he 
treats them on the stimulating plan. We 
have known Mr. Travers, however, 
prescribe venesection (we thought with 
great judgment) in a case of extensive 
burn, occurring in a plethoric man. 





ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 








Case of Abscess in the Liver, from which 
upwards of a pint of pus was discharged. 


Robert Stanton, a porter, aged 50, and 
of rather a spare habit, was admitted into 





on examination, when he came to the 


Hospital, the whole of the right nates, | 


and the principal part of the back of the 


John’s Ward, under the care of Dr. 
Latham, on the 30th of March, labouring 
under severe constitutional disorder. 
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ABSCESS IN THE LIVER. 


Le Lad a severe cough and hurried re- 
sjuration, attended with scanty expec- 
tration. He complained also of violent 
pain in his limbs ; and in the right hypo- 
clhondriam, extending to the opposite 
side. This latter pain he says is more 
severe at one time than another; but it 
is more or less always present. The man 
gave a very unconnected account of the 
origin and progress of his complaints, and 
therefore vo reliance can be placed in it ; 
it appears, however, that he was first at- 
tacked about six weeks ago wiih severe 
rigors, and that ever since he has been 
getting worse. Just below the ribs ow 
the right side, a tumour about the size of 
a goose’s egg, is to be felt; pressure on 
it only produces an inconsiderable degree 
of pain. He ties easiest on his left side, | 





and there is some @dema of his lower! 
eatremities. | 


Stethoscope.—The respiratory murmur 
is heard over every part of the chest. | 


Ten leeches were ordered to he applied | 
to the region of the liver, and the follow- 
ing pill to be taken every tour hours :— 


Quicksilver with chalk ; 
Compound Ipecacuanha powder, 
each 24 grains ; 
Syrup sufficient to form a pill. 
Milk dict. 


of | 


31. Has passed a more comfortable 
night than usual, and the bowels are less 
relaxed. Cough and respiration much 
easier. Pulse 104 ; stools watery ; tongue 
much the same. Let a blister be applied | 
to the pit of the stomach, and the pills be | 
continued. | 
April 1. Has passed a restless night, | 
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abdomen : and as he complained of some 
difficulty in voiding his arine, he was 
ordered to drink barley-water with 
mucilage ; the pills to be continued. 

4. Complains to day of great tenderness, 
accompanied with tension about the 
right hypochondrinm; the tamour = is 
becoming more prominent, and there is 
slight lancinating pain occasionally felt 
through it. Pulse 80; tongue moist; the 
difficuity in making water continues. Re- 
peat the pills and drink. 

6. Less tenderness and tension of the 
abdomen than yesterday: bowels less 
purged ; and the tongue quite moist. His 
mouth begins to get rather sore. Con- 
tinue as before. 

10. Has passed a restless night; in 
consequence of the frequent calls to go to 
stool. The tumour is getting more and 
more prominent, and a ‘ery obscure 
sense of fluctaation has been, for the 
last two or three days, perceptible. The 
patient has been solicited to allow of its 
being punctured, and to day, Mr. Law- 
rence saw him tor this purpose, but 
without avail; the most strenuous per- 
suasions could not influence him to sab- 
mit to this trifling operation. Continue 
the medicives, and let a_ linseea-mea 


poultice be applied to the tumour. 


13. During the Jast twenty-four nours 
the lancinating pains in the abscess have 
been severe; but at present they have 
quite subsided. Since the application of 
the poultice the abscess has become much 
more defined. The stools that are passed 
at present are bilions and curdy. Pulse 
90, and smail ; tongue very much loaded. 


14. Looks much worse to day ; the coun- 
tenance is sallow and dejected; and the 


and the countenance has assumed an | features have become extremely sharp and 
anxious cast. He complains of great | attenuated. Within the last day or two 
tenderness, on pressure being made over | he has liad severe rigois ; and at present 
his abdomen; and the purging is much | he is perspiring freely. As might be ex- 
increased. The pulse 92, and stronger: | pected, he has become extremely emacia- 
and the tongue dry, with a brown streak |ted, and greatly debilitated. The sense 
in the centre. Ten leeches to be applied | of fluctuation is still very obscure, al- 
to the abdomen directly, and the piils to though the tumour is now more promi- 
be repeated every second hour. |nent, Continue as before. 
8 | 18. On examining the stools to day, 
\ 2. Saneins —— oe moe are ‘they were found to » Rowe a small quan- 
iaaiey the Gane ‘s eee yp yg tity of pas. The difficulty of voiding his 
4 , ;urine has nearly subsided. Pulse 99, 
the brown streak in the centre has en-| ang very feeble. He still refuses to have 
the abscess opened. Continue the pills 


tirely disappeared. Continue the pills | 
levery four hours, and let him take tvo 


as yesterday. 

© Dencntes on Ge tems it co |" of lime-water with bis muik.* 
casions pain ; the bowels have acted four) 
times since yesterday, and the stools are | 3 © ’ 
more tinged with bile thanbetore. Pulse| * The doctor's motive in giving lime- 
100, and soft; tongue rather dry; six ‘water, is that (as was the case in 
leeches were ordered to be applied to the |the present instance,) it has the effcet 


‘ 





446 INJURY TO THE TOES. 


The following notes by the doctor him-| reeling down Long Lane, he slipped, and 
selt, we copy from his case book :—| fell just at the time when a cart was 
** From this time he passed into a state| passing; and before the horse could be 
of hectic fever, with flushings and profuse | stopped, the wheel passed over his toes, 
perspirations. The tumour became more | On examining into the nature of the in- 
and more prominent in the region of the | jary, it was found that the first and se- 
liver, and evidently contained fluid. The} cond toes of the right foot were so com- 
stools at the same time containing mat- | pletely smashed, as to preclude any hope 
ter; still he refused to have a puncture | of saving them; and they were in conse- 
made in the tumour, and he was left to quence removed at their articulation 
his tate until May 1, when he allowed the | with the metatarsal bones. The great toe 
tumour to be opened, and there issued | and part of the second of the left foot, 
from it more than a pint of well formed] were considerably bruised, and the soft 
pus, unmixed with bile.” | partsin places lacerated. Poultices were 
| ordered to be applied, and a dose of calo- 


May 2. At present, the wound is dis- . 
moc | present, the wound is dis mel and jalap (2 grains and 10,) to be 


charging very freely. Pulse 96, with a mo- : 
derate degree of strength. The night-| taken directly, and this to be repeated if 
sweats have left him. Ordered to have | ecessary. The following dranght every 


4 ounces of wine daily, with strong broth, | Si* hours :— 
and to continue the pills. \ Saline mirture, 1 $ oz; 
Solution of tartarized antimony, 25 


3. The discharge from the wouzd has | 
da ops. Mer. 


almost ceased. The bowels have acted 
several times ; the stools are partly solid, ~ 
and do not contain any bile. Pulse 92 ; April 26. The bowels have been freely 
tongue dry. Discontinue the wine, but | opea, and the tongue is but slightly loaded 
let the pills be continued. The wounds look healthy. Continue as 


3 » i before. 
8. Evidently worse. A degree of dul-| 


ness is observable about the eyes, and he | 29, Not so well. The suifaces of the 
appears to be fast sinking. Let the wine | wounds on taking off the poultices to 
be repeated, and continue the pills. | day, look dark and unhealthy, discharg- 


From this time he gradually grew jing a yellow ichorous matter. The in- 


worse, until the morniug of the 13th, teguments contiguous to the injured parts, 
when he died. have also a livid appearance, and, here 
and there, may be said to present a gan- 
grenous aspect. The countenance has 
assumed a sallow and dejected cast ; the 
pulse is very feeble, and the tongne thick- 
lly coated. Skin very moist. Let him 
Case of extensive injury to the Toes of have half a pint of wine daily, and take 5 
both Feet, with amputation of the fir st |Srains of the quicksilver, with chalk, every 
and second of the left Foot. , ‘night. A yeast poultice to the part. 
< .., | Strong broth. 
Thomas L » the subject of this, 
inquiry, isa man of dissolute habits; 39; May 4. Rather better, an indistinct 
years of age. tle was admitted into} line of demarcation is observable around 
Baldwyn Ward, on the 24th of April,| the cavity occasioned by the removal of 
under the care of Mr. Vincent. ithe great toe; the gangrenous inflam- 
When brought to the hospital, he was | mation is subsiding: the surfaces of the 
in a state of inebrity, and therefore in- | wounds still have a dark and unhealthy 
capable of giving any correct account of | condition. Pulse very slow and feeble ; 
the accident; the persons who accom-| tongue moist: bowels open: sleeps well 
panied him, however, stated, that while|at night. Let him take the following 
} medicines, and discontinue the former ; 


The body was removed through the 
neglect of the beadies, before an iuspec- 
tion could be made.* 





Calomel, 1 grain; 
i Pow. rhubarb, 6 grains ; 

Mix, and make a powder, to be tuken every 
night at bed-time. 


of keeping milk on the stomach, when | 
from long use it has become nauseous 
to the patients. 

* This is not the first time these geniry 
have shown their airs, and we are only Sulphate of qunme, 3 rams; 
surprised the medical officers should al- | Camphor micture, 1 4 ounce 
lew them to act with impunity in the | ‘0 be taken every six hours. 
manner they do. Frequently we have 
known a corpse left in the ward for nearly | . 6. The slight degree of separation ob 
24 hours betore they have removed it. } served on the 4th, has disappeared, aud 
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GASE OF NECROSIS. 4i7 
the parts altogether look very dark ana| the hospital, and was admitted, under the 
gangrenous. The circulation continues | care of Mr. Earle. There were three or 
ina very languid state; and the tongue | four fistulous sores about the upper third 
is loaded: bowels open. Let the quinine|of the limb. Mr. Earle could not detect 
be repeated every four hours. any portion of loose bone by passing a 
; — ywrobe down through either of them. 

il. Since the quinine has been given) ‘(ese sores were continually discharging 
more frequently, the com-itution has ral-|4 +hin sanies or glary kind of matter. 
lied considerably ; the pulse has increased | Since his admission, several dozen leeches 
in strength and the sores have to-day quite | have been applied to the limb, in conse- 
a florid appearance. The tongue is clean, | quence of cousiderable inflammation 
and there is an inclination for food. Let) which came on. The principle medicines 
the poultices, &c. be continued ; meat! (hat have been given, have been aperients, 
diet. as calomel and colocynth-pills, &c., ex- 
15. Healthy granulations now begin! cept about three weeks since, when he 
to appear, and on the whole the patient | had Dover’s Powder with calomel and 


is going on favourably. 


20. No unfavourable symptoms; he 
sleeps well at night, and takes his food 
with an appetite, 


29. The wounds are fast filling up. A 
degree of tenderness is felt on pressure 
being made on the integnments sarround- 
ing the digital end of the first metatarsal 
bone. 


Jane 1. The part alluded to in the last 
report was slit up to-day, and a small dis- 
charge of matter took place, in other 
“es the man is going on very favour- 
ably. 


10. The sores have now nearly cica- 
trized over, and in the course of another 
week the man will be sufficiently well to 
leave the Hospital. 


Case of Necrosis, from gun-shot wound.— 
Operation. 


Thomas F. » afine young man, 23 
years of age, became a patient of this 
hospital on the 3rd of May, in conse 
quence of a gun-shot wound of the right 
thigh. He stated that he had lately ar- 
rived from the East Indies, where he had 
been engaged on board one of the Com- 
pany’s gun-brigs, in covering the landing 
of our troops at Burhampore, on the 
Rangoon river, at the first breaking out 
of the Barmese war. That while en- 
gaged at his gnn, he received a musket 
ballin the right thigh, about its middle. 


|antimony, on account of a rheumatic at- 
|tack. From the iength of time which the 
|man had suffered from the injury, he was 
very solicitons of having his limb ampn- 
j tated, but Mr. Earle thought it might be 
|saved by cutting down and ascertaining 
whether there was any diseased bone 
which was keeping up theirritation. On 
Saturday last, (June 10,) he had the man 
removed to the Operating Theatre for 
this purpose. Previons to the man’s 
| being put on the table, Mr. Earle informed 
the pupils of the nature of the injury, and 
of the ** voyage of discovery,” which he 
intended to make, The man was now 
brought in and placed on thetable. Mr. 


} 


| 


Earle began by making a longitudinal in- 


cision on the outer side of the thigh, 
about four inches in external extent. 
After he had cut through the fascia lata, 
a small artery was secured, the vastus 
exturnus was then divided to an extent 
corresponding to the external incision, 
when Mr. E. began to feel about; pre- 
sently we caught the words, “ I have it,” 
and a smile instantly lit up the counte- 
nance of the operator. A forceps was 
instantly called for, and a large piece of 
dead bone about an inch and a half in 
length was extracted ; two smaller pieces 
were also withdrawn. The edges of the 
wound were not drawn together by ad- 
hesive straps, but allowed to remain open, 
and wet cloths kept applied over the up- 
per portion of the limb. 


11, 12. Has passed good nights, and is 
going on favourably. The limb is still 
enveloped with wet cloths. The wound is 





He was informed by the surgeon who 
attended him, that his bone was tractured | 
in three places. The man had as much} 
attention shown him as circumstances | 
would permit, but after remaining in the | 
hospitals abroad for about twelve months, | 
he obtained leave of absence, and came: 
home. He then put himself under the | 
care of different surgeons, but finding 
timself no better, he at length came to! 


beginning to suppurate, 





CANCER OF THE BREAST. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL, 


Cancer of the Mamma. 


G.J., the subject of this distressing 
malady, is a female of fair complexion 
and regular habits, 33 years of age. She | 
states, that some years since, she had | 
dis ease in the breast, which was consider- | 
ed to be of a cancerous nature, and she | 
underwent an operation for its removal. | 
A consiéerable time after the operation | 
elapsed, when she discovered a small 
tumour in the opposite breast; this went 
on gradually increasing and became pain- 
ful; at length she came to London trom 
the country, and consulted Mr, Cline and 
Mr. Abernethy. The tormer of these 
gent emen was of opinion that the dis- 
ease should be removed by an operation, 
whilst on the other hand Mr. A. was 
strongly opposed to the operation being 
performed. Under these conflicting opi- 
nions the patient's mind became much 
harassed, and afier remaining in London 
a few weeks, she at length applied to this 
Hospital, and was admitted under the 
care of Mr. Bell, 

At this time there was an irregular 
scirrhous tumour occupying the upper 
part of the breast, and apparently unat- 
tached to the parts beneath; there was 
also a small hard tumour in the axilla, 
one or more of the glands in this part 
having become implicated in the disease. 
Under these circumstances, Mr. Bell 
sought the opinion of his colleagues as to 
the propriety of removing the disease by 
an operation.* The result of the con- 
sultation was, that an operation was de- 
termined upon, to which the patient rea- 
dily assented, and it was accordingly 
performed by Mr. Bell. The tamour in 
the mammary gland was dissected out, 
and also the enlarged scirrhous gland in 
the axilla. For a tew days atter the ope- 
ration the patient was feverish and passed 
restless nights; these symptoms, how- 
ever, soon subsided, and the wounds gra- 
dually healed up in a tavourable manner. 
The patient leit the Hospital last week, 
the parts having quite healed; and al- 





| 





* Of this circumstance Mr. Bell in- 





formed the pupils a tew days since, when 
visiting the patient. How modest the 
man has become, to “* seek opinions,” and 
from two such colleagues !—a pretty 
search truly. The Worthern Lights,—the 
** duo lumina scotorum,” and matchless 
Jog, form indeed a galaxy of talent. 


though from long confinement in the 
Hospital her general health appeared to 
have suffered, yet on the whole she left 
in a better state than could have becn 
expected. 


Mr. Bell stated, that his reasons for 
operating in this case were, — Ist, The 
great anxiety expressed by the patient to 
get rid of the disease, and her earnest 
solicitations to have the operation per- 
formed ; 2dly, Because it would require 
many years before the disease could again 
recur, and to say the least, a respite would 
thus be gained. 


Ulceration of the Scrotum. 


Robert Lynn, wtat 36, a tailor, was 
admitted into the Hospital on the 6th 
of May, under the care of Mr. Bell. 
He had an irregular ulcer on the upper 
part of the scrotum, which in appearance 
so much resembled that malignant dis- 
case called chimney sweeper’s cancer, 
that Mr. Bell was induced to pronounce 
it to be that disease. The man stated 
that he contracted a gonorrhea some 
mouths ago; he did not take any medi- 
cal advice, but relied on his own reme- 
dies. The usual symptoms of clap con- 
tinued tor some time, when a small ab- 
scess formed at the root of the penis. 
This subsequently burst, and matter was 
discharged. From this time an ulcer 
formed, which spread with considerable 
rapidity. At the time of admission it was 
of about the size of a crown piece; it hal 
ragged and uneven edges, presenting 
here and there a puckered appearance, and 
extending rather deeply round the root 
of the penis. The whole surface of the 
sore discharged a thin unhealthy matter. 


After his admission various applications 
were had recourse to, as hemlock poul 
tices and lotions of various kinds. Allte- 
rative medicines were at the same time 
administered. Little change was effected 
in the character of the sore until a strong 
solution of sulphate of coppes (commonly 
called Bates’s solution) was applied. Plaum- 
mer’s pill was also prescribed, and bark. 
A short time afier the application of the 
wash, the surface of the sore put ona 
healthy appearance, and since this time 
the parts have been gradually healing. 
The lower portion of the ulcer has com- 
pletely filled up, The serotam is much 
contracted by the cicatrization of the 
ulcer. 
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